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Magic Monday 
Next morning, while I was eating my breakfast, the boys 
told me they were already putting a car in the Blackheath 
bombout. Since I had done nothing to prepare the night 
before, I put my instruments on for a quick charge while 
finishing a good breakfast.

Andy and I launched early – in hindsight we could 
have probably taken off even earlier – and climbed out 
easily to base at around 2000m. We headed off straight 
away, Andy taking a much better line and staying high, 
whilst I glided towards a cloud which quickly decayed. 
I found myself grovelling just above cliff height around 
Victoria Pass, whilst Andy was nearing base. Eventually 
I contacted a climb and while making sure I did not lose 
it, focussed on climbing and having a good look around 
to learn what the day was doing. Once I topped out, I 
decided to stay east of Lithgow on the high country as it 
seemed better clouds had set up there. Andy reminded 
me that Lithgow was going to be the crux of the flight 
because it is a known sinkhole, so I was careful to stay 
high and work my way through the area slowly.

The next part of the flight provided some contrasting 
views: large coal mines, tailings dams and power stations 
alternated with views of the Wolgan Valley, Wollomi 

wilderness and Capertee Valley. Some really incredible 
landforms made this flight very picturesque. I took the 
opportunity to have a good look around while trying not 
to die as the air and my glider colluded against me whilst 
my attention was elsewhere.

I got low around Capertee (where Andy eventually 
landed) and again over Cherry Tree Hill, coming within 
200m of the ground. I was lucky and took a good climb 
off the treeline and back close to base at 2300m. The 
run from there to Lake Windamere was relatively easy, 
with larger working clouds and inspiration from Matt, 
Mike and Andy who had caught up to me in the retrieve 
car. My Garmin GPS had gone flat, and my technical 
inability to retrieve useful information from my flight 
computer meant I helped them out with such useful 
radio comms as, “I am over the road, under a cloud, near 
the house.” Matt was more than thankful… Who needs 
online tracking? The following transmissions were just 
as helpful until, “Oh, I think my radio is going flat too.”

Passing by Mudgee to my east was an amazing 
feeling, I had achieved the goal I had set myself for the 
season in my first proper attempt! I decided to use my 
last bit of height to glide out to the highway to make the 
retrieve easier for the guys chasing me. I landed 138km 
from launch, happy and tired. After not flying much for 
the past year, I was so inspired to be in the air again, 
and amazed that I had just set the distance record for 
the area.

Super Sunday
At dinner on the Saturday night, I made the very 
indefinite call that Sunday would either be booming or a 
complete dud, due to the wind forecast of light and over 

Magic 
Monday 

My story starts with a text message from my boss (who 

conveniently is also a paraglider pilot) “Che, I am not going 

to work tomorrow.” It being a public holiday and following 

six days of great flying missed whilst at work recently, I 

was not too worried. Being lazy, I did not prepare any of my 

paragliding gear, even though I knew the day had potential.

by Che Golus

the back, and a lapse rate that meant early overclouding 
was possible. It was going to be a lottery, but I was more 
prepared this time, charging all my equipment the night 
before and hoping for a large enough window to get 
away. I had my sights set on Gulgong this time.

After taking off and skirting around to the north 
cliffs, I eventually found a few rough, small bubbles to 
gain some height in. The air was punchy – this was going 
to be a day of hard work! After climbing once to base, 
and then again, I decided to have a go with the 1600m I 
could get. I flew away from the usual route to the north, 
heading west into the valley where there was more sun 
and a few small clouds beginning to build.

The going was slow for the first half of the flight, 
and early on I considered turning around and attempting 
a triangle to make the retrieve easier. I persevered, 
though unable to reach cloudbase and getting low on 
most glides. Once again I came in low on Cherry Tree 
Hill, then contacted a great climb which took me back 
close to base at 2500m. The run from there past Lake 
Windamere to Mudgee was relatively easy, with no 
memorable moments except for the magic views.

As I flew past Mudgee, I started getting low. 
Approaching the west side of the range I’d been 
following, I saw a group of trees being thrashing around. 
Not having eaten anything since 8am, I was getting 
fatigued and losing concentration – I had been in the air 
for over five hours and was feeling it. Not making the 
mental connection that none of the trees or grass I’d 
encountered during the day had shown such movement 
from strong thermals, I disregarded this. It was not until 
my wing shot forward and upward with such huge force 
that I realised I was in some trouble. I did not have time 
to contemplate my error for too long, as the wing pitched 
again asymmetrically, then dived below the horizon and 
took a partial frontal, coming out with a small cravat. 
The wing pitched once again and rolled violently to the 
left, I caught the dive, but too late – I slingshotted 
towards the wing with some of the lines going slack 
as I fell past and seriously contemplated throwing my 
reserve. Luckily, I had caught the dive early enough, so 
when the lines tightened the glider pretty much flew 
out of it. I slowly calmed down and started to search 
for another, smoother climb until I found a 1m/s which 
eventually wound up to a 3m/s I had been getting for 
most of the day. Back at base, I was shaken and still 
reacting to every little bit of turbulence, and having to 
tell myself not to overpilot the glider, to calm down and 
think logically about the situation.

I could see Gulgong now, which was a huge relief, 
so I focussed on a good glide and reaching my goal. I 
landed at the football oval in the centre of town, despite 
passing through another nice climb on the edge of town, 
making my goal after being the air for six hours and one 
gnarly thermal encounter. A successful end to the flight. 

Total distance flown was 158km from launch – my 
second record flight in two weeks. Blue Mountains 
magic! 

A huge thank you goes out to all the people who have 
encouraged and helped me, in particular Matt, Andy, Mike 
and Mossy.  

Super 
Sunday&

Andy McMurray at base

A long way from home and happy

Nice clean tailings dam water

Approaching Lake Windamere about 100km out

Views of the spectacular Wolgan Valley
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I spent some time in Forbes during the World Championships 

in the blistering heat of January. I was not competing due to 

injury, but I wasn’t sure if I could have endured those super-hot 

conditions even if I was fit! I admire every pilot who sweated it 

out for those two weeks in January. Bloody amazing!

by Kathryn O’Riordan

the thrill of competitive hang gliding, enhance skills and 
enjoy the camaraderie hang gliding provides.

I’ve been competing for four years, so I do know how 
much fun competition flying can be: There’s adrenaline, 
mental and physical challenges, the pure joy of reaching 
goals and sometimes heartbreak when you don’t. It can 
be a rollercoaster ride, but it’s worth it!

Having said that, I had recently been losing a bit of 
interest in flying… maybe it was the feartofun ratio or 
perhaps I just felt like I didn’t have what it takes to be 
the pilot I wanted to be. I found myself avoiding flying 

rather than lunging headlong into it. I couldn’t quite 
work out what was wrong, but I figured I would give the 
sport another year, give it everything and improve my 
skills as much as possible so my enjoyment factor would 
go through the roof. This meant improving every part of 
my flying – from launching to landing, from thermalling 
to improving my observation skills.

This is why the Moyes Team Challenge was especially 
attractive. Every team had a ‘Team Leader’, a ‘Big Brother’ 
of sorts, to guide their team to goal. When I heard the 
team leaders were some of Australia’s best pilots, I 
knew I was in! Just the thought of being guided by Jonny 
Durand, Trent Brown, Len Paton or Bruce Wynne was too 
tantalising to pass on!

On the first day, teams were divided according to 
their experience and a task was set to Bogan Gate and 
back to the airstrip.

Towing conditions on the first day were absolutely 
perfect. There were some low airtime pilots, aerotow 
students and some pilots towing in new gliders, so 
everyone got their confidence up quickly.

The task was a little difficult. Nobody made goal 
because it was hard to remain in the air due to the wind 
and low cloudbase, but it was great practice and still a 
very enjoyable challenge. When the fields below are as 
large as here, you can fight to stay in the air until the 
bitter end.

Jonny was my team leader and helped us out at the 
beginning, spiralling down when we couldn’t climb as 
fast. I eventually lost the lift and headed back to the 
airstrip to tow again, but Jonny stuck with my team 

From A Team Leader:

[t was great to watch people increase their 
skills and just loving it; like Gar getting a PB 
every day, or Linh showing such enthusiasm.
Some of the less experienced pilots needed 

lots of help getting their instruments and tow 
setups sorted. I had assumed all pilots would 
have this sorted, but that was not so and a big 
takeaway lesson was to offer assistance to all 
new pilots, wherever we may be.

It worked well to place each group with a 
different coach each day. The group would pick 
up new information from each coach as well as 
get to know each other.

I found it pretty tricky trying to keep my 
ducklings all together. I watched Len and Jonny 
doing this rather well; getting one pilot into 
a thermal and then spiralling down to get the 
next one.

For me, it was the first time being in that 
role and I believe I have gathered a few ideas on 
how to prepare for it next time.

Bruce Wynne

Monday, 1 April – Day 4 skies

Day 2 prizes, including the famous Molly Moyes ‘Day 
Winner Cookies’

Team leader Jonny Durand leads the morning briefing

Championship Team (l-r): 
Craig Taylor, Kathryn 
O’Riordan, Gar O’Hara 
& Rohan Taylor, team 
leaders Jonny Durand, 
Trent Brown, Len Paton  
and Bruce Wynne  
(not pictured)

Kathryn O’Riordian – Inaugural Moyes Team Challenge 
2013 Top Pilot

Yep, Forbes weather can sometimes be unforgiving, 
but (and it’s a BIG but) it can also be the most 
perfect flatland hang gliding site in the world.

This Easter, a large group of pilots got to experience 
the perfection that the Forbes flatlands can provide, 
thanks to the Moyes Team Challenge competition and 
flyin.

The idea of the Team Challenge is to allow pilots with 
minimal experience of competition flying to experience 

Inaugural Moyes  
Team Challenge 2013

June | July 2013June | July 2013

Gar O’Hara – Most Improved
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mate Steve and they ended up getting to the turnpoint 
and part of the way back. Great effort!

The town of Forbes is normally pretty vibrant, but 
at Easter nothing is open so pilots were left with 
very limited and uninteresting food choices. But never 
fear, the wonderful Moyes ladies had it covered. They 
cooked beautiful meals for us at the Aeroclub every 
evening – fresh fish tacos, BBQ steak, roast pork rolls… 
I’m still salivating over it! Muchas gracias to Vicki, Molly 
and Michelle for the massive effort they put in – we all 
appreciated the food and it was fun to eat together as 
a group.

Day 2 was a fun task. It was basically a triangle to SW 
of Forbes, north Forbes and back to the airstrip. Topless 
gliders got to go around twice. The air was mellow with 
200 to 300ft/min thermals. People were getting to 
5000 and 6000ft at times, better than the previous day.

Shannon and Trent were the only ones from the 
topless task to make it around twice. I almost made 
it – about a kilometre short, arrgh! Shannon smoked 
us all, showing everyone how well he can fly when he’s 
on form. My thanks went out to Trent for sticking with 
me and trying to get me over the line. At least once he 
spiralled down from base to show me where the thermal 
was when I was struggling. It was interesting to see 
his search methods – his confidence doing big circles 
to find a better core. My own mentality has to change 
because I’m a ‘stick with what I’ve got’pilot most of the 
time, but could see on the day that this strategy wasn’t 
getting me anywhere, and I was super slow to boot. More 
confidence and experience required!

Many of the kingposted pilots flew PBs, so we had a 
lot to celebrate. After another fun BBQ and some drinks 
on Saturday night, we woke up on Sunday morning to a 
cloudy day, but by midday the sky cleared and the day 
turned into a cracker: big fluffy clouds, higher base and 
strong thermals. This is the Forbes we know and love!

As fast as the day had turned on, it clouded in again, 
but not before we had the chance to play in the clouds 
for a bit. I flew with Rohan as we searched for the climbs 
to take us to the second turnpoint. It wasn’t to be, 
the area we flew through was dying fast, although it 
still looked good over the turnpoint. Perhaps a lack of 
experience hampered me, despite asking myself over 

and over ‘what would Jonny do?’ When we all met up 
that night it turned out most kingposters had achieved 
some distance PBs again. What a weekend! But it wasn’t 
over yet…

Day 4 of the Challenge, although not scored, turned 
out to be the best day yet. The air looked amazing! At 
the briefing we heard that Bruce had torn his Achilles 
tendon. We were all gutted for him and wish him all the 
best for his recovery.

I had decided to be a driver for the day (yeah, silly 
me!), so I only had a short flight around the airstrip 
before following Glen and Jamie on their eastward flight. 
Pilots encountered lots of strong climbs and strong sink 
– the most ‘active’ day of the weekend.

What an absolutely perfect weekend! As well as 
the Team Challenge, Curt from Warren Windsports 
signed off more new aerotow pilots. Maybe they will be 
achieving PBs in the next Moyes Team Challenge. 

Bring it on! 

Big thanks to Moyes, the team leaders, the tug 
pilots (Brendan, Steve and Bobby), the volunteers 
on the field, Thea and Rafael, and Michelle Taylor for 
organising everything!

Tug pilot Steve McCarthy, pilot Rohan Taylor on a Moyes RS4

Molly Moyes, Andrew Barnes and Vicki Cain

Inaugural Moyes  
Team Challenge 2013

Molly and Bill Moyes

Jonny Durand and Vicki Cain

June | July 2013  SKYSAILOR 7

“The quickest way to learn is in a club situation, when a 
couple of inexperienced pilots go away for the weekend with 

more accomplished XC pilots for several successive weekends. Most of our great XC and competition pilots went through 
this process. To progress, they have to be keen and current, not re-learning and retrieving skills… A couple of pilots 
could come out to Forbes on weekends and fly with Guy Hubbard and myself. Guy is very analytical, good for pilots hungry 
for knowledge. We also benefit from these interactions when pilots get to go XC. Past pilots who flew with us in their 
developmental years were Dave Seib, Chris Jones and some of the early Canberra boys – on and off, although they have 
their own support structure as well.” Len Paton

A Team Challenge Pilot:

A 
lot of things were on my mind during the trip 
from Sydney to Forbes the Thursday before the 
Easter weekend. Had I replaced the batteries 

in my vario? When was the last time my sidewires 
had been changed? Did I pack enough underpants? 
Did I pack too many twominute noodles? More than 
anything though, I wondered where my flying skills 
would be after the Easter long weekend Moyes 
Team Challenge. I sang full blast all the way to 
Orange through sundappled fields, then cloudy 
skies, excited by the possibilities…

A short run from Orange, I rolled into the airfield 
early on Friday morning with my excitement rising. 
A quick brief gave pilots an outline of the scoring 
system, and set some expectations around the 
types of tasks to be flown over the next four days. 
A handicap system meant everyone could contribute 
to their team’s scoring: Never flown XC before: 10 
points per km, World record holder: 1 point per 
km. We had both ends of the scale and everything 
in between. In hindsight, this was one of the most 
appealing aspects of the Forbes Team Challenge – 
the mix of experience levels in the air with rotating 
team captains for each task.

Day one saw me climb up behind the tug and 
after pingoff struggle to find good lift – even 
with Bruce Wynne on radio pointing me in the right 
direction! I decided I just didn’t want to land back 
at the airstrip, so I took the option of the next field 
over. Luckily, Lynette spotted me and came to pick 
me up. She can testify that I was stoked even with 
that little flight! 

Day two was ‘the day’ – I could feel it in my bones. 
With great excitement and much confidence I towed 
up in a suddenly overcast sky. I pinged off at two grand 
and much as I searched, just couldn’t stay up. I landed, 
and feeling very determined, went straight back in the 

queue for another try. Again, I pinged off, this time just 
east of the airstrip. My vario started making it’s sweet 
‘we’re going up’ music. The ground slipped away a little 
more and off I went in the direction of the first turnpoint, 
exhilarated that I was finally ‘leaving the nest’. I relied on 
visuals Len Paton had run through with me on the ground. 
Looking back, I was too keen to get away from the airstrip. 
Patience to stay with existing lift would have paid off in 
getting me further along the course, but I landed after 
8km and nearly broke my jaw – not from any mishap, but 
from a huge smile that refused to leave my face for the 
next two hours. Sheer happiness at landing out in a field 
and finally getting to text someone to come pick me up. 
My first retrieval!

Day three felt even better. Something had clicked 
and any sense of apprehension I had previously had 
vanished. That’s the beauty of Forbes. It feels safe to 
fly away because while you’re up there you can see so 
many landing options: big flat fields like a patchwork 

of gigantic pool tables with plenty of roads for access. 
More confident this time and a little more patient, I 
made it 11km along the course and the world seemed 
bigger that day. On the drive back, we saw Jonny and 
Craig and heard their banter on our radios, both still up 
and still going. 

Day four, and while my achievements were small 
compared to what other folks did, I was feeling so happy 
with the previous flights that on the last day I decided to 
fly around the airstrip rather than go fly out on the task. 
I didn’t have a driver, so had no plan for getting back to 
the airstrip to pack up for the drive back. It seemed like 
the sensible option. Luckily, those more experienced 
than I in these matters had words with me, “It’s the end 
of the season and you may not get a chance to do this 
again for a while,” “Carpe diem,” and “Don’t be a bloody 
idiot!” (Thanks, Rohan, Trent and Nils)

I’m grateful someone talked sense into me, I can 
honestly say that my flight on day four was the most 

enjoyable of the weekend. There was decent lift 
everywhere. It was easy to stay up and focus on moving, 
not to mention the fun of flying with Trent and Craig. We 
all made the first turnpoint. However, while Craig and 
Trent stayed up, I lost height looking for lift and landed 
by the rubbish tip northeast of town. Those birds I saw 
had apparently not been thermalling, they’d just been 
looking for good pickings in the dump! Lesson learned. 
Regardless, I was over the moon at how much fun I’d just 
had without beer or nudity.

As I packed up, a passing local (also named Len) 
stopped and we chatted. He offered me a ride back to 
the airstrip which I was more than happy to accept, given 
my nonexistent other options. Luck was most certainly 
on my side. Glider on the roof, Len and I drove through 
sunshine, past big fields and chatted about good times. 
Back at the airfield folks were starting to prepare for 
the drive home. It didn’t take me long to tie on my gear, 
say my goodbyes and find myself on Len’s backroad 
recommendation home. My head was spinning, the music 
on full volume and a smile plastered across my face.

Over four days I had gained more confidence and 
experience than I could have hoped for. There were 
enough similarities each day to not get distracted by 
the mechanics of where to be, who to meet and what 
to do, yet enough differences to feel that each day I 
was pushed into doing something I hadn’t done before 
and learning something new. Mentally, I felt free to 
concentrate on flying and finally cutting that ‘umbilical 
cord’, in no small part due to the community of people 
that made the weekend happen and provided a culture 
where learning from pilots with decades of experience 
happened without barriers and with lots of enthusiasm. 

I flew three PBs over three days, not one would 
rank noteworthy for most of the people flying the Team 
Challenge, but that didn’t stop everyone from cheering 
with me as if it was their victory too!

Gar O’Hara
Results

Teams
1  Team 3: Gar O’Hara, Kathryn O’Riordan,  1623 points 

Craig Taylor & Rohan Taylor
2  Team 4: Jono Bates, Steve Docherty,  1205 points 

Hoss Tefaili & Nils Vesk

Individuals
1 Kathryn O’Riordan 553 points 
2 Craig Taylor 492 points
3 Rohan Taylor 372 points
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12/12/12 at 12:12 
254km on an Airborne Sting 3

S ince I was taught to fly by my friends Tony Barton and Stuart Coad – a 
treat for my 50th birthday in 2006 – I have been fascinated by the 
stories that Tony would tell about his distance flights. I have several 

mentors who are a pleasure to be and fly with. Each has stories of great inland flights 
and hours at a time in the air. 

Last December my good friend and flying buddy Fred 
Crouse and I decided we would look for a favourable 
weather pattern for Manilla, NSW, and go there for a few 

days with the intention of doing a distance flight.
After watching the synoptic charts and soaring forecasts, we saw a pattern of high 

pressure cells across the bottom of the country and out into the lower Tasman Sea with 
a trough in southern Queensland. This could potentially provide good SE winds with just 
enough instability to be promising. 

We made arrangements, packed the car with bike and gliders and headed for 
Manilla, arriving on 11 December. A short flight from Borah that afternoon was all we 
managed that day. The weather for the next day was looking great and our driver – 
Gordo from Manilla – was ready. 

That night, I checked the soaring forecast for the 12th: SE winds, 10kt at launch, 
15kt at 8000ft with top of useable lift from 8000ft to 10,000ft at about 1pm, 
scattered cumulus cloud expected with medium strength thermal index. Just what 
we had been looking for.

At about 8am, Fred and I set a goal for Walgett flying via Narrabri. After getting 
Gordo and helping some other friends on the hill, we were running a bit later for launch 
than we had hoped. By the time we were finally ready, the cycles were coming up the 
east launch and light cumulus clouds were forming directly overhead. Fred launched 
his LightSpeed into a boomer of a cycle at 11:30am and rode the lift to cloudbase at 
6500ft. 

I was delayed on launch, and by the time I was ready the cycles were a bit infrequent 
and cross. I stood on launch and waited for a cycle that was not cross and did a 
good launch into light ridge lift. I found out later that I launched at 12:12pm on the 
12/12/12. 

First I only managed to stay at ridge height while I made my way along the ridge 
looking for something going up. All I seemed to be doing was going down. To make 

matters worse, my VHF radio volume was up too high and the background static 
noise was louder than my vario. I had my VHF strapped behind my harness and could 
not adjust the volume once in flight. I later found out that my radio was picking 
up interference from my iphone which was in my harness pocket close to the radio 
speaker mic. 

I got that sinking feeling but promised myself I was not going to bomb out. I looked 
for any sign of ‘up’ and when I saw some movement in the trees near the road I went for 
it. It was a light thermal and took me up to about 2000ft over launch before breaking 
up. I went back down… this time even lower than before. A bomb out was looking 
almost certain… Until, just near the quarry beside the road at the base of the hill, I 
scored a thermal: It was rough, but strong. It was twisted and convoluted, but it was 
taking me up – finally! I was determined to stay with it. The first 1000ft were gnarly 
and rough until it became consistent and easy going and as I climbed through 2000ft, 
still in good strong lift, I knew this was my ticket out of there.

As I topped out at 6500ft, just under cloudbase, I received a call on the UHF radio 
from Fred. He had landed at Four Ways, about 20km west of launch. 

The clouds over launch were light, fluffy cu’s. They were not fully developed, but 
formed in rough hexagonal patterns heading northwest from Borah. I wanted to go 
due west towards the Boggabri Gap. I went from cloud to cloud, following the lift lines 
under each one, and before too long I was over Four Ways and radioed Fred who I could 
see with his glider 7000ft below me. As I passed over Fred, a sailplane from Lake 
Keepit zipped past about 200m in front of me at the same altitude – I hope he saw me 
because I didn’t see him coming!

Following the hexagonal cloud line toward the Boggabri Gap, I took advantage of 
the abundant lift along the way and stayed within about 1000ft or so of cloudbase. 
The clouds formed about 500m in front of me as I went. Another sailplane came 
and joined me in a thermal above ‘The Gap’ – this time I knew he’d seen me as we 
exchanged waves and photos.

My next turnpoint was Narrabri. I had good height as I left ‘The Gap’ and headed 
to the north side of the forest and coal mine. By the time I reached the corner of the 
forest, the clouds dried up, the sky turned blue and cu’s became smaller, fewer and 
farther in between. The lift was getting light and I was going down. I was now the 
furthest away from Borah I had ever flown and awe struck that I had made it this far.

I radioed Gordo, who had retrieved Fred by this time and both were in the car in 
pursuit of me. I relayed I was getting low just north of the forest and began looking 
for a landing paddock near an access road and, at the same time, for another thermal 
source. There was a paddock to the north of the forest with trees on two sides and 
clear land leading across to the corner. I thought a thermal could trigger between the 
junction of the trees and the corner and, sure enough, I found it and got back to base 
at 8500ft. 

About this time, I began to feel the effects of the cold – 8ºC at 7000ft and a cooler 
6ºC at 9000ft – even with my thermal rash top on, I was feeling the chill.

From there it was one more thermal to Narrabri. At 10Nm I gave the radio call on 
VHF, there was some air traffic around the area but nothing coming my way. I made 
it to Narrabri at about 9000ft. The clouds were still very light and sparse. I headed 

I was inspired to fly a decent long distance flight after 

watching a video of Jonny Durand and Dustin Martin’s world 

record flight in August 2012. Watching this had me thinking: 

If they could do over 700km in high performance gliders,  

I should be able to do a at least a couple of hundred in my 

intermediate glider – my fabulous three-year old Sting 3.

by Allan McMillan

Near Burren Junction

Fred, 7000ft down – a tiny white speck

Wee Waa from 8000ft
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Many thanks to Richard Tabaka from Byron Bay Microlights for hosting this 
course and to Ray Jackson for organising it.

Held in Richard’s hangar at Ballina Airport over the weekend of 20 and 21 
April, this course was attended by eight personnel and included members of both HGFA 
and RAAus, operating weightshift and threeaxis aircraft. It also included the first 
female participant of all of our courses to date – great to see that aircraft maintenance 
is not a totally male dominated discipline.

The classroom part progressed smoothly, in spite of constant rotary and fixed 
wing traffic passing close to the hangar, and all of the participants fared well in the 
practical exercises, despite the different levels of experience. There was a great deal 
of information to be absorbed over the two days, but all enjoyed the experience and 
came away better informed.

At the end of the course, it became apparent that the assessment process was a 
two way street and the assessor was being assessed by the participants. I am happy 
to say that we all ended up with a ‘pass’. 

Our next WM/Rotax Maintenance course is planned for Queenscliffe, Victoria, on 
the weekend of 25 and 26 May, followed by a Practical day to be held at Dixons Creek 
on the Tuesday for those who have previously attended the seminar we held last year 
at Traralgon and either, wish to gain an endorsement, or would just like some further 
handson training.

The NSW courses are in the planning stage now, with a course to be held at 
Wollongong in June and following Richard’s very generous offer of opening his venue 
to us again, another course will be planned for Ballina. 

However, we still have people on our waiting list, so are still seeking venues around 
the country, so if you think that you may have a suitable venue and are willing to host 
a course, please contact me via email <kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

Fly Safely. 

The WM/Rotax Maintenance courses are 

progressing well, with another five assess- 

ments successfully carried out at our latest 

course held at Ballina, NSW.

by Kev MacNally, HGFA Technical Officer 

Ballina Maintenance Course

for one only to have it dry up and disappear just as I got 
there. I found the air very rough – up and down and all 
over the place. It was rather uncomfortable, so I hastily 
got out of there. 

Another cloud was forming about five kilometres 
west of Narrabri, along the road to Wee Waa. I headed 
for it and found good lift and a muchneeded boost. By 
this time, Gordo and Fred had caught up with me on the 
road below. I was thrilled; I had just flown my personal 
best for both time and distance and was enjoying every 
moment.

I crossed Wee Waa at about 9000ft and looking 
west could see clouds in the distance, but lots of blue 
sky for the next 20km or so. I searched for thermal 
triggers; I could see smoke indicating the wind remained 
a southeasterly and I was still tracking west.

A large dusty went off in a paddock that was being 
ploughed. I headed for it, forgetting Tony Barton once 
telling me not to go chasing thermals downwind… I lost 
a lot of height on the way there and entered it at about 
1000ft above the ground – yet, it was a welcome relief 
to drop below 5000ft and warm up. I rode the spiral back 
up to 9500ft and had enough glide to get to the next 
cloud bands to the west of Burren Junction. Each time I 
turned in the thermal, I saw the Kaputar mountain range 
in the distance getting smaller until, somewhere west of 
Burren Junction, it dropped below the horizon. 

Fred was in constant contact with me over the radio, 
giving updates on distance flown and time in the air. I 
felt very comfortable in my Dynamic Flight Scorpion RR 
harness, I highly recommend it for any distance flying.

About five hours into the flight, I thought of the 
beauty and majesty of free flying. The Wright brothers 

had expressed it this way: “There is nothing equal to 
that which aviators enjoy while being carried through 
the air on great white wings.” I looked up at my great 
white Sting 3 wings and thought it great, I knew it could 
fly the distance with me.

As the day drew on, I had a few more occasions of 
thinking I would have to land, but by constantly looking 
for thermal sources and indicators I managed to get back 
up each time. About 5pm I could just make out a town in 
the distance towards the west. I asked Fred to check the 
map for which town it was – “Walgett,” came the reply. 
Woohoo! Goal in sight and still over 5000ft at 5pm. 

As I approached Walgett over the next hour, I got low 
more frequently and saw a band of trees surrounding the 
town for at least five kilometres. At 6pm I approached 
the outskirts of Walgett and could not get above 
1000ft. There were cleared fields to the south of town, 
but that meant flying headwind and from my low height 
I would have landed in the middle of a field with no easy 
retrieve. I opted to land at the last cotton field at the 
edge of the tree band beside the main highway. 

In reflection of the great experience I had this day 
(yes, I had a big grin), I contemplated the joy of flying: 
Summed up in a few words, hang gliding is the perfect 
way to experience the wonder of flight. I could hear, 
feel, smell, taste and see what flying is all about. I felt 
the excitement, beauty and joy of flight. I could feel the 
call of the poet to ‘slip the surly bonds of Earth and dance 
the skies on laughtersilvered wings.’ As a pilot, I have 
touched the skies. My thanks to Airborne for a great 
glider, Dynamic Flight for a comfortable harness, Gordo 
for the retrieve and Fred for the encouragement.  

Just under 10,000ft… it’s cool up here!

Getting ready on launch  Photos: Allan McMillan

After landing 6.5 hours later near Walgett



12 SKYSAILOR June | July 2013 June | July 2013  SKYSAILOR 13

My glider is an Artik3, and from 
reading tests and viewing videos, this 
manouevre was not recommended 
because the glider looks and reacts in 
an unstable manner. Well, above a lake, 
with a life jacket and rescue boat, it 
was time to test it out. I may amend all 
published results since the glider fell 
like a rock and was as stable as one also.

Wingovers became my Achilles’ heel. 
Getting the timing right at the top of the 
pendulum is critical. I have never tried 
one that high and don’t believe I will 
again. Now twisted, and heading for the 
drink, but some weightshift and stabilo 
tugs later, my wing starts to fly straight 
again. Craig came over the radio,”Looks 
like you won’t make shore, so if you 
want, you can throw your reserve now.” 
This went well, I was rescued by his crew 
and was so pleased that I had completed 
all elected tasks.

Moving forward in time now to 
Manilla Day 2: a friendly rivalry between 
States and Territories in the annual 
State of Origin. It was cross for most of the day (NW) on 
the western launch with lots of parawaiting to be had. 
The wind had straightened enough for some pilots to 
start launching and it even looked like it was coming up 
the face at times. Time to launch, I thought.

What happened next stopped the entire ACT team 
from launching – at least that’s what was said. The air 
quickly lifted me and I turned around and stayed in hang 
position heading further away from launch and into 
clean air – only, I didn’t find any. I experienced a greater 
than 50% collapse on the right side not far from launch, 
which turned me 90 degrees thinking, ‘Oh, S*#@!’ 

Recently completing my SIV course helped me to 
keep my cool and not overcompensate my inputs. After 
an initial weightshift to the left, other inputs blurred 
together since it all happened way too fast. After the 
glider recovered, I got on the radio to say I was okay and 
let everyone know I hadn’t passed out.

Any pilots still uncertain about doing an SIV should 
consider this: if you fly in thermals, you should have 
already completed one. Craig’s calm voice on the radio, 
“Okay, treat it as a collapse and weightshift,” echoed in 
my brain that day and kept me focussed. 

I wish to thank all those who offered positive feedback 
about what happened and I hope my experience and 
account help other pilots. For a video, please see 
[https://vimeo.com/63294640].In February, I took a holiday across the ditch and spent time away with six likeminded pilots and four partners (no, 

not all mine). Before leaving Oz, we had arranged to complete a SIV course with Craig Taylor in Queenstown – my 
first course had been in Nepal. 
Day one started slowly. From the LZ, it was a onehour 4WD trek to launch, at a height of 1450m, but after 

arrival, cloud still covered our view of the lake for the next few hours. Time enough for a quick snooze and photos 
of our group on top of the mountain above the clouds and wearing life jackets were gazetted across the information 
highway.

I was lucky enough to be first to launch – probably the most memorable (until Manilla) launch I have ever done. A 
hole appeared in the clouds and I headed towards it and spiralled down – some might call it just a slow turn. A rainbow 
halo was cast in the cloud tunnel with my shadow visible in the middle, but enough hippy talk…

Over the radio came the call, “Right, Andrew, let’s try Bug Ears” (Craig’s a Kiwi). ‘All okay,’ I thought, ‘let’s just land 
now and tick this off as complete.’ Not so… it was soon followed up with an Asymmetric Collapse (practice which came 
in very handy as I later found out), Frontal Collapses, Accelerated Frontals and Asymmetrics, as well as Full Stalls the 
next day and, the one that I was more than happy to try, a B Line stall.

…they don’t seem to be selective about what punishment they 

can dish out. With this in mind, it is absolutely necessary to be 

ready for whatever could possibly be coming your way whilst 

flying a piece of nylon with silly strings.

by Andrew Clark

When Things Go 
Pear Shaped…
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Reserve Deployments  
& Down-Planing

After hearing of multiple reserve deployment accidents this season (both here and abroad) and many 
discussions and/or presentations to pilots of varied experience about downplaning and reserves, I decided 
to write this article.

After three years of running SIV courses with Jocky Sanderson, I have seen reserves of all shapes and sizes and 
have witnessed many reserve deployments. I have also experienced the effects of a downplaning reserve myself 
and was shocked at how quickly it can happen, and at the force of impact with the ground (I landed in water, had I 
descended on hard ground I would have suffered serious injury). 

After leaving flight school, most pilots spend all their time learning and accumulating knowledge and experience 
on how to stay up and thermal efficiently, go XC and understand the weather and what the sky is doing around them. 
Other than buying a reserve and fitting it to the harness, little more time is spent thinking about emergencies and 
reserves until the moment the pilot needs it.

Visualisation is a tool used by sports psychologists and coaches to help athletes prepare before an event. It has 
been proven to cultivate not only a competitive edge, but also to create renewed mental awareness and a heightened 
sense of wellbeing and confidence. Pilots who make a ‘Visual Emergency Plan’ react better in an emergency situation 
because they have already thought about and planned the sequence of events that would take place before and after 
a reserve deployment. 

There are four vital stages when throwing your reserve:

You’re working hard to make the most of the small, punchy thermals, slowly working your way 

up the mountain, you’re already thinking of cloudbase and your next glide, when ‘BANG’ – a 

big asymmetric collapse turns quickly into a cravatted spiral dive. You check for altitude and 

decide to go for the reserve…

by Roger Stanford

Reserve down-planing

Stage 1: The Decision To Throw 
The Reserve
Altitude and circumstance are the key factors in your 
decision to throw your reserve. If you are at low altitude 
and suffer an uncontrollable collapse, then the reserve 
should be thrown immediately, thus giving the reserve 
more time to open into a controlled descent, as well as 
giving the pilot ample time to depower and bring in the 
main (more on this during stage 3).

If you’re high when your collapse occurs and you 
are attempting to recover the wing into a controlled 
flying configuration, then you must keep checking your 
altitude to ensure that you can deploy the reserve if you 
need to. Recognise what the wing is doing and the effect 
your brake inputs are having on the collapse/cascade. If 
your wing is in a cravatted spiral and accelerating, throw 
your reserve as the increasing G forces can cause you to 
black out very quickly.

Stage 2: Deployment Sequence
You have made the decision to throw the reserve and are 
reaching for your red handle. You must pull the handle 
and reserve in the same direction as it was put into the 
harness. If you pull the handle at 180 degrees across 
your lap then it can get trapped, and handles have been 
ripped off due to the force induced by a panicking pilot.

Jocky Sanderson teaches the ‘Look, Locate, Grasp, 
Pull and Throw’ technique. He says, “You pull the handle 
out the way you put the bag in, that’s the critical piece. 
It comes out the way it slides in and then you give it a 
healthy throw behind you… away from you.”

Stage 3: Depowering The Main
Whompf! You feel the reserve open behind you and your 
canopy starts to dive forward and react to the reserve 
opening. Pull hard on the Arisers to induce a massive 
symmetric tuck/collapse, and then pull in all your lines 
quickly until you have the glider almost bundled up 
in your hands and nonreactive. It is VITAL that you 
depower the main and stop it from flying; otherwise 
one of three things can happen:

 ➲  The wing could fly against the reserve, causing it to 
downplane/fly to the ground, resulting in a much 
faster descent rate than under the reserve alone. 
Jocky Sanderson and Allan Zoller (Air Turquoise 
testing house) tested the force of downplaning and 
their instruments recorded over 14m/s descent rate!

 ➲  The wing begins to fly sideways and rotates around 
you and the reserve (can occur after riser twists and 
cravattes), significantly increasing the Gforce and 
speed of descent.

 ➲  The wing begins to fly into the reserve, bashing it, 
and causing the reserve to collapse and twist into 
the main, resulting in you falling to the ground with 
two collapsed wings above your head.
Jocky Sanderson: “The most important thing to do is 

to get the main in, by whatever means. Get the main in 
and descend just under the reserve.”

Stage 4: Landing
You are now descending under your reserve at a rate of 
45m/s (average round parachute). Get into the hang 
position and brace for impact. Adopt the parachute PLF 
landing position to reduce the risk of injury on impact 

(feet strike the ground first, then immediately roll 
sideways to distribute the landing shock sequentially 
along five points of body contact with the ground). If 
there is high wind present, then the reserve must be 
depowered/cut away after landing to prevent dragging 
and further risk of injury.

If you will be landing in water, then release the 
paraglider and lines which are gathered in your arms just 
before impact to prevent being ‘engulfed’. Unclip from 
your harness and quickly swim away from all lines and 
equipment. If you are landing in trees, then release the 
held paraglider and lines just before impact, ensuring all 
body parts are free from lines to prevent injury if/when 
lines snag on a tree. Brace/attach yourself to branches 
to prevent falling out of the tree, then call for help.

Knowledge, experience and familiarity with your 
equipment are the keys to safe flying. Get your 
equipment out and inspect your harness and wing for 
airworthiness. Pull out your reserve and get familiar 
with it. Check the lines as you would your wing. Look at 
the way it connects to your harness. Practise pulling it 
out and visualise throwing it away from your body. 

Invest in educational material you can learn from 
during the winter months. Jocky Sanderson’s new DVD 
‘Security in Flight 2’ demonstrates all the paraglider 
collapse and recovery techniques, and also has a second 
disc which covers everything from EN glider testing to 
lockedin spirals and water landings. Bruce Goldsmith’s 
‘SIV Bible’ is another great source of information with in 
depth diagrams and descriptions detailing all aspects of 
paraglider emergencies and recovery techniques.

Of course nothing beats world class instruction and 
firsthand experience gained by attending an SIV course. 
Since we began running SIV courses three years ago, 
other instructors have also began offering this type of 
training in a variety of locations throughout Australia. 
This is a real benefit to the paragliding community 
and allows pilots from all areas and backgrounds the 
opportunity to learn skills which could save their lives 
(and are lots of fun!). When choosing which SIV course 
to attend, it’s a good idea to contact pilots who have 
previously completed SIV training and get their feedback 
and opinion on the course/instructor and how it was 
run. There can be a big difference in what manoeuvres 
are taught and the way they are taught depending  
on instructors.  

Sky Out Paragliding is running three SIV courses next 
year with Jocky Sanderson in the Hunter Valley, NSW. 
There are two three-day SIV courses running from 24 
to 27 February 2014 and 13 to 16 March 2014 (with 
one back up day in case of bad weather). For the first 

time, we are also offering an 11-day combined SIV 
Course and XC Safari running from 1 to 11 March 2014.

For more details and information on SIV training, 
reserves and recovery techniques, contact <roger@
skyoutparagliding.com> or <Jocky@jockysanderson.com>.

Nathan releasing the glider and lines before impact

Reserve Types
These days, most manufacturers offer reserves and 
ongoing maintenance/repack services. Before you 
choose which reserve to buy, do some research on 
the net to determine its suitability for you (don’t 
just take whatever your instructor sells). Ensure you 
buy a reserve which has been tested to your weight 
range. Small, lightweight reserves open very quickly, 
but have a high sink rate; large reserves have a lower 
descent rate but can have a delayed opening and can 
be unstable/oscillate during the descent. The two 
main types of reserves are the Round Reserve Canopies 
and the steerable Rogallos.

Round Reserve Canopies 
The most common type of reserve.
Advantages: Very easy to pack, lightweight, fast and 
reliable openings.
Disadvantages: Cannot be steered, higher sink rate 
when compared to a Rogallo.

Rogallos
The steerable reserve.
Advantages: Low descent rate (average 3.2m/s), steer
able with forward speed (average forward speed 6.5m/s)
Disadvantages: The Rogallo cannot be steered until 
the main is either cut away or has been pulled in/
depowered, or there is a high risk of downplaning. 
Rogallos can often deploy and inflate with a strong 
turning movement, resulting in riser twists after 
opening which can prevent steering altogether. Low 
stability and inner pressure, i.e. if after opening the 
Rogallo is hit by your paraglider (main not under 
control/depowered) it can easily deflate and get 
caught up in your paraglider lines. 

“Throw the reserve behind you… 
away from you.” 

Jocky Sanderson

CFI Chris Rogers drying out a 
reserve during SIV training
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earth, way off into the Drakensberg, he simply packs up 
and hitches back.

When it comes to landing, it is generally a good 
idea to avoid the old toilet which has since been 
somewhat renovated. More orthodox landing practice 
gives hundreds of acres of clear land at the base of the 
mountain, including plenty of landing space around the 
campground itself. Moreover, the takeoff is surrounded 
by a huge flat area and top landing is no fuss. 

The area is up and down and walkouts could be, um, 
interesting to say the least. Actually, there are some fairly 
big distances possible from this site, not to mention the 
fact that there are many other sites around to which Hans 
often takes pilots.

When we visited Bulwer, we tended to camp at 
Wildsky’s campsite or stayed in their little cabins or the 
main house, all of which are rather fun. Bulwer village 
has all the necessities and not far down the way, in fact 
within flying distance, there is a neat little pub which 
produces pretty good food.

Bulwer is one of those magical places which 
nonetheless needs to be respected. Mountain storms 
can rise in the main range behind and spread rapidly, 
with little warning to the uninitiated, from over the back. 
Again, cloudbase can be pretty low and can in fact come 
in quickly as Bulwer is close to the main Drakensberg 
escarpment. Finally, it pays to have local knowledge 
since getting lost among valleys where noone speaks 
English can be a nasty surprise. 

Paragliding is simply a darned 

fine excuse to travel so for 

this issue’s ‘favourite’ site 

I’ve moved to South Africa 

– specifically, the eastern 

seaboard province of Kwa-Zulu 

Natal – to Bulwer Mountain, in 

the foothills of the Drakensberg Mountains about 100km inland 

from Durban.
by Graham Lee

Paraglidingearth gives the coordinates for 
the lower 600ft takeoff, but both take
offs are pretty close together so it’s no 

problem: 29.8099S and 29.7363E. 
Road access to Bulwer is either through Pieter 

maritzburg (preferred) or through from the coast south 
of Durban. I would suggest it is well worth connecting 
with Hans and Ria who run Wildsky Paragliding, based 
at the foot of the mountain, and who can give you much 
advice. As well as teaching courses, they also run a 4x4 
which rivals the old Borah Basher to the takeoff. This 
being Africa, riding the tray up the track is normal and 
very exciting – or rather terrifying! 

But first, a story: My wife Diane and I are not normally 
proinsurance supporters, however, when Diane pranged 
at Bulwer, it certainly proved its worth. Actually, her 
prang taught us a number of important lessons.

Despite being around paragliding for 20 years, Di 
has never gone ahead and got licensed. However, one 
weekend at the mountain, with Hans teaching two or 
three new students, one of whom was a lady of Di’s age, 
she decided to take the plunge.

Those first few days of stuffing about, being tugged 
hither and yon by a tangle of lines and a nastyminded 
rag, went very well and soon she was in the air. Finally 

it was her first long glides from the 1000ft launch. 
The first one was fine – magic, so back up the hill to fly 
again. Again, all was great, though Di said she felt the 
glider was bumping a bit. Then, disaster! From perhaps 
1000ft above, I was frantic as I saw her heading straight 
towards the only derelict building in a 1000acre open 
landing area. More direct she could not have been. 
Watching her from way overhead, it seemed possible 
she would overfly the ruin and since the vast landing 
area is vaguely convex, it was certainly not obvious to 
the landing coach off to her right.

As Di got closer, I tried to find her radio frequency 
but simply did not know which it was. Again, from above 
her landing into the single standing doorway appeared 
pretty gentle, as did the way her canopy settled itself 
delicately over the ruined walls. Other pilots immediately 
apparent scrambled to help her as I lost height and 
landed nearby.

Most of Di had managed to thread the needle of the 
doorway successfully, unfortunately her left leg had not! 
It was all too obvious that her lower leg was broken, but 
there was no sign of damage to her boot, so despite her 
cries about her sore foot we quickly splinted the break 
and waited for the ambulance.

Thinking back it was quite amusing to watch the 
diminutive paramedic girl ease 
all the hairy, male parapilots 
aside to get to Di. Unlike us, 
she took Di’s word for it, eased 
the boot off her foot and 
instantly the heel inflated as 
we watched.

Her heel was shattered 
in addition to the breaks to 
both tibia and fibula. Travel 
insurance covered the costs 
without a problem – thank you 
Covermore! Di wound up with a 
dirty great ‘nail’ stuck up the 
tibia and enough screws in the 

heel to build a dining suite. Unfortunately, that lot went 
bad later (osteomyelitis), but that’s another story.

Back to the site. Bulwer has two main takeoffs, 
the ‘1000’ is higher and can be easily accessed from the 
campground if you are prepared to walk up a fairly steep 
climb. In fact, if the lift is on, you can inflate just about 
anywhere from about halfway up. Arriving after a semi
epic Bulwer Basher trip up the Parks Board track over 
the back, however, you discover a very big open grassed 
takeoff which looks out over the valley and the little 
village of Bulwer.

That valley and the mountain behind you is your 
flying arena. Mostly, I tended to fly the lift line in front of 
the mountain from either of the two launches following 
the lift in and out of the valleys, trying to get up to the 
high point of the mountain which rises like a submarine’s 
conning tower above the takeoff, then heading off 
either along the eastern ridge which turns back from 
behind the 600ft takeoff, or as the wind dictates.

One of the characters of Bulwer is a Mark – inevitably 
– ‘Beetle’ Bailey. Most of the time one hears hardly a word 
from him and he tends to be pretty quick off the mark 
each morning up the mountain. Odds are that’s the last 
you’ll see of Beetle until evening comes on he reappears 
sweating his parabag up to the camp hut. When you do 
get him to talk, you discover his routine finds him leaving 
the takeoff at the first opportunity, scratching his way 
up to the top of the mountain before disappearing into 
the western ranges. When he eventually comes back to Hans floating above the ‘1000’ 

take-off in winter

2013
June

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course 
The NSW courses are in the planning stage now, with 

a course booked for Wollongong Sat/Sun 15 and 16 June and 
another course planned for Ballina. Contact: Kev MacNally, 
HGFA Technical Officer <kmacnally@bigpond.com>.

September
Canungra Classic 
28 September to 5 October 2013

AA event. Venue: Mt Tamborine and Beechmont launches, 
Canungra, QLD. Organiser: Gabor Sipos <g_ssipos@yahoo.
com.au>, 0402 826969, Canungra Hang Gliding Club [www.
chgc.asn.au].

October
Canungra Cup 2013
26 October to 2 November 2013

AAA, FAI Cat 2 event. Great weather, great tasks and fun 
stressfree flying. Mentoring scheme for pilots new to comps. 
Nightly events and, of course, the legendary retrieve service 
included. It’s Australia’s favourite comp. Organiser: Dave  
Gibbs <djgibbs67@gmail.com>, event website [www.
canungracup.org].

2014
February

Manilla  
XC Camp

1 to 8 February 2014

Mt Borah, Manilla, 
Australia. A FREE event 
for XC pilots of all levels. 
This may become a round 
of the XC Open World 
Series at a later date. 
Informal flight distances 
are scored using one of 
the online systems (your 
choice) or your straight 
line Open Distance off 
your GPS. Come for as 
many days as you like, 
fly as far as you can, fly 

with and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots 
(of all levels) achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has 
four huge astroturfed launches for nearly all wind directions, 
easy landings and was developed for the 2007 Worlds. The 
Manilla area offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for 
all pilot levels, from novice to expert, with some thermalling 
experience. Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, 
tips and trick sessions, campfire discussions, regular day 
prizes and scoring updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). 
Pilots with Open Class gliders are welcome to attend but 
won’t be scored. Camping ($7/night, $9/night powered) and 
cabins available on site, new cafe and licensed bar, two camp 
kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool. Contact: <godfrey@flymanilla.
com>. Book your holidays now for a great week of XC flying!

SIV Courses with Jocky Sanderson
SIV 1: 24 to 27 February 2014

Briefing for Course at 1900 on 23 February.

For more information on SIV & XC courses & bookings/
availabilty, contact <Roger@skyoutparagliding.com> or 
<Jocky@JockySanderson.com>.

March
SIV Courses with Jocky Sanderson
SIV 2 + XC Flatlands: 1 to 11 March 2014

First time offered in Australia. Briefing for course at 1900 on 
the 28 February.

SIV 3: 13 to 16 March 2014 
Briefing for course at 1900 on 12 March.
For more information on SIV & XC courses & bookings/
availabilty, contact <Roger@skyoutparagliding.com> or 
<Jocky@JockySanderson.com>. 

South Africa’s 
Bulwer Mountain

Bulwer Mountain campsite mainhouse with  
the mountain 1000 TO in the background

Photos: Courtesy Wildsky Paragliding

Looking out across the valley

Gliders floating along the escarpment in front of ‘1000’. 
The mountain is to the left and the valley to the right
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Broome, WA
Photo: Stephen Galvin
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David Cookman is the Hang Gliding 
Senior Safety Officer for the club and 
has been flying the Sunshine Coast 
for 37 years, teaching for nearly 
30. David also instructs ultralight 
pilots. Paragliding enthusiasts are 
equally well catered for by Senior 
Safety Officers/Instructors Jean
Luc Lejaille, Jonny Allen and Shane 
Gingell. SCHGC manages a number 
of sites in the region, including 
iconic Rainbow Beach – over the 
years a venue for some of the 
largest flyin events conducted in 
South East Queensland. Our home 
base is at Teewah airfield, also 
an outstanding training facility 
for all sports aviation disciplines. 

Ref lecting on the 
achievements of the SCHGC, 
current President, John Vasta, 
commented, “Today’s pilots 
owe a great debt of gratitude 
for the outstanding pioneering 
work done by our founders in 
establishing sites and facilities, 
promoting the evolution of 
sports aviation and growing our 
membership base which currently 
spans about 100 active pilots. 
The club has also maintained an 
exemplary safety record during 
all our years of operation.”

The people are what John 
loves most about the club: “I 
think I speak for everyone when I 

say, I am fortunate to fly with a bunch of fun, passionate 
and colourful individuals who I can call my close friends 
and who I know will look out for me, speak up and advise 
me when I need to be corrected and come to my aid in 
times of need.”

John is also mindful of the challenges facing our 
sport. “Maintenance of sites in an increasingly complex 
community environment and preserving our great safety record are critical for the 
ongoing acceptance and enjoyment of our sport. Many have worked tirelessly to create 
the legacy we enjoy today, but it only takes one thoughtless or selfish act to place 
all this in jeopardy – however, I am also confident that our membership understands 
this and demonstrates appropriate responsibility when engaging in flying 
activities.”

John plans for a lowkey club celebration function on the 19 May 
Anniversary, but has some big plans for the future: “Sports aviation 
stands on the threshold of becoming an industry like other sports 
before it. The opportunity this offers lies in ownership of sites and club 
infrastructure with greater community involvement and higher levels of 
professionalism in the way our sport is managed and promoted. We have 
an active committee who are keen to see the sport grow in appeal and 
reach. The Sunshine Coast region is evolving as an aviation hub and sports 
aviation has a great opportunity to play a role in this. 

The SCHGC is keen to develop some major community events over the 
next couple of years – events which will promote our sport locally and 
introduce potential new pilots to the wonderful experience of free flight.”

For anyone contemplating taking up flying, John offers this advice: 
“Just do it! Back in the pioneering days there was little regulation, 
few rules and scant regard for safety. Thankfully, this has changed 

dramatically and coupled with technological advances, our sport now offers a safe, 
exhilarating and unique experience for anyone who wants to take up flying in the 
sports aviation class.”  

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club Inc. 
Celebrates 25 Years

The earliest known Sunshine Coast hang 
glider flights were conducted by Michael 
Ashton and the late Colin Bennett. Michael 

recalls those pioneering days with enthusiasm 
and wonder: “The earliest gilders had large 
battenless nylon or Dacron sails secured to a 
standard Rogallo frame, which was constructed 
from nonaircraft aluminium. A onepiece ‘A’ 
frame and a harness fashioned from twoinch 
webbing, such as used by divers or acquired 
from vehicle seat belts, completed the picture. 
The flying was upright and your legs went to 
sleep in the webbing so most landings were face down in the dirt!”

Launching consisted of running off the biggest available hill or towing behind a Kombi van near 
Mooloolaba Surf Club. In 1979, towing behind boats at Somerset dam helped broaden the local reach 
and appeal of the sport. Both Michael and Colin competed in European competitions in the late 70s with 
distinction, but there were also setbacks – Colin was a very safetyconscious pilot, but tragically lost his 
life in 1978 in Norway when flying a modified glider which failed to recover from a dive.

Notwithstanding the risks, the new sport experienced dramatic growth. The club conducted the South 
East Queensland Championships off Mt Ninderry in 1978 and it was at that time the largest media event 
ever staged on the Sunshine Coast.

In the early 80s, the first trikes appeared on the Sunshine Coast and ultralighting ‘took off ’. Palmwoods 
pilot Stan Roy was active in this endeavour – he was also the inaugural President of the incorporated SCHGC 
and a larger than life figure during the early development of sports aviation in the region. In the late 80s, 

paragliding was introduced and has since evolved into the popular pastime we know today. 

Queensland’s SCHGC is celebrating 25 years of providing 

sports aviation facilities and services to Sunshine Coast 

pilots. Today’s SCHGC was incorporated on 19 May 1988, 

although actual flying activities commenced in 1974. An 

unincorporated club existed from 1976 and pilots flew from 

30 sites in various inland and coastal locations.

by Paul Green
Launching from Teewah Beach

Michael Ashton and the late Colin Bennett, circa 1975

Michael Ashton at Coolum, circa 1975

Rainbow Beach Photo: Jean-Luc Lejaille

Flying at Teewah Photo: Tex Beck
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A Year of Firsts

Paragliding State of Origin 2013

A week out, the forecast was for a change and southerlies. 

Three days out, it was for rain periods – and a few pilots 

panicked. What we actually got was a southerly change, then 

a trough and NNW over Easter.
by James Thompson

This year the State of Origin evolved once again to include online registration and online scoring, courtesy of 
Geoff Wong's AirScore. Geoff had written a special scoring page to handle the State of Origin’s handicap system.

Online registrations had flowed in with crews heading over from New Zealand, a large contingent from the 
ACT, the usual Queensland and New South Wales teams, as well as the international team of the World Barbarians.

This year saw the largest competition ever run in Australia, with 183 pilot flying the comp (see photo below) 
and 177 pilots flying all three days, this would also make it one of the largest competitions of its type in the world. 

Thursday night saw showers come through and I woke at sunrise with cloud below hill height on the Friday 
morning. After the first briefing, the clouds slowly lifted and as the cloud broke up, the sun warmed the western 
slopes and activated them by early afternoon, allowing the field to take off. The southwesterly wind had pilots track 
to the north and northeast. 

That evening, our scorer was busy applying the new scoring system. Kiwi pilot Melanie Heather won the day with 
36.8km and 1000 points after handicapping. Stuart McElroy flew 93.9km to place in second.

Saturday dawned with another red sunrise. The wind 
was from the northern quarter, this time a little stronger 
which was to test the novice pilots. As usual, the secret 
was timing the launch off and into rising air. Novices 
were aided by their crew chiefs to select the best launch 
times and the advanced team pilots also aided then 
along the course. 

Again, pilots headed out for 100km flights in testing 
conditions. That evening we had crews coming back late 
from around Walcha. The winner of the day was Louis 
Tapper, another Kiwi, with 107.4km and 1000 points.

Friday morning breakfast below Mt Borah in cloud

First briefing and hopes for better weather
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Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

June | July 2013

Friday afternoon

Launch!



22 SKYSAILOR June | July 2013 June | July 2013  SKYSAILOR 23

Saturday night saw the pilots invited back out to 
the HQ at the farm for a great dinner put on by Phil and 
Amanda, entertainment and then one of those ‘small’ 
Mt Borah bonfires – I think scorch radius was out to 
about 30m!

A slow start for the day on Sunday, with conditions 
on top of the hill not suitable for launching, so Lewis 
Tapper gave a talk on weather and forecasts. Some of 
the crews had gone up on to the top and the captain 

of the ACT Riot Act Barry radioed down, that conditions 
were improving, so the comp group first visited the 
northeastern launch before moving back to the west 
launch as it came on. The comp was on again!

The winner of the day was Keith Wales with  
30.4km and 645 points, a late start resulted in lower 
Distance Validity. As usual, the presentation and dinner 
was held at the Royal Hotel in town with the aid of Vic 
and Tom.

First on handicap and Women's champion was 
Melanie Heather with 1378 points. Best Intermediate 
went to Louis Tapper with 1318 points in second place. 
Best Advanced was Toni Skerrett with 1084 points in 
sixth place.

After some discussion, Best Tandem was awarded 
to Bradley, aged 14, the front seat driver who told his 
stepdad, Andrew Polidano, where to go. The Upand
coming Pilot award went to Kristina (Chris) Smith (8th 
place) with a free entry to the Canugra Open. Best Crew, 
The Kiwi Crew Black Sheep, finished with 3485 points. 
Best State Team was the New South Wales Cockroaches 
on 6238 points.

Every year the State of Origin is supported by the 
paragliding community, the sponsors NSWHGPA, Fly 
Manilla, Queensland Paragliding, Poliglide and One Small 
Planet. There were free entries from the Canungra 
Open and Bright Open competitions, as well as the 
sponsorship from the locals of Manilla, Vic and Tom of 
the Royal Hotel, the IGA and other stores.

This may be my 10th year of running the State 
of Origin, but each year it's the pilots that make the 
competition and who the competition is for. 

Once again, this year saw no accidents or incidents, 
only novices doing what they were warned not to. I have 
placed an order for better weather next year and will 
be working on making the competition more enjoyable 
and fun. 

See you next year!  

Top Ten Pilots
1 Melanie Heather (UP Makalu Light) 1378
2 Louis Tapper (Gradient Nevada) 1318
3 Cam Lawrence (Mentor 2) 1194
4 Craig Dunn (Cayenne 4) 1162
5 Sandy Yong (Nova Mentor) 1098
6 Toni Skerrett (UP Trango XC2) 1084
7 Keith Wales (Niviuk Peak) 1059
8 Kristina Smith (Nova Mentor 2) 986
9 Clancy Pamment (Nova Mentor 2) 968
10 Leigh Harry (Ozone Rush3) 968

State Team Scores
1 NSW Cockroaches 6238
2 Flying Kiwis 6207
3 Qld Cane toads 5670
4 Riot ACT 4543
5 World Barbarians 3630

A Year of Firsts
Paragliding State of Origin 2013

A few wings in the air Photos: James Thompson

The Black Sheep – Best Crew

SoO’13 winners: the NSW team with captain Simon Houston

Winner Melanie next to Bradley

Landing at HQ on practice day

22 SKYSAILOR
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Delphi, Greece
Photo: Mario Eder [www.photography.aero]
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Red Bull X-Alps 2013 Route Revealed
The organisers of the 2013 Red Bull XAlps have 
announced the route that will see 32 athletes from 21 
countries race across the Alps on 7 July. Any doubts 
over why the Red Bull XAlps is the world’s toughest 
adventure race were answered during a live unveiling in 
Red Bull’s Hangar7 in Salzburg. 

At 1031km as the crow flies, the route is almost 
200km longer than in 2011, and will see athletes 
battling across some of the most challenging and 
inhospitable terrain in the Alps. As in previous years 
the race begins in Salzburg, Austria. From there athletes 
must make their way southeast to the Dachstein 
massif (2995m) and then west through the Hohe Tauern 
National Park holiday region where the peak of Wildkogel 
(2224m) awaits. Athletes must then negotiate tricky 
Innsbruck airspace and a confusing Karwendel crossing 
to GarmischPartenkirchen and the Zugspitze (2962m), 
Germany’s highest mountain. 

The route then crosses the Italian border and goes 
through South Tyrol, passing Sulden 
in the Ortler region, and then heads 
west on one of the longest stages 
to Interlaken, Switzerland, which 
offers no easy route. Then it’s south 
across the Bernese Oberland to the 
Matterhorn (4478m), one of the most 
spectacular parts of the route. For the 
athletes still in contention the race 
then becomes a tactical battle but also 
a visual tour as they cross the high 
Alps passing Mt Blanc (4810m), before 
heading south for the Alps Maritimes 
and the finish line of Monaco.
Tarquin Cooper, Zooom Productions GMBH

Hire a Microlight in the Hunter Valley!
The Hunter Valley is a scenic place to fly and home to the 
Royal Newcastle Aero Club (RNAC, based at Russell Field, 
Rutherford, to the west of Maitland). 

Over the past two years, RNAC has worked closely 
with the HGFA to initiate one of the first fully insured 
hireable trikes in the country. The trike is a low hours 
Airborne Classic with a Streak 2B wing. This gives 
versatility in flying around the local area, including the 
beautiful beaches and lakes of the Newcastle/Central 
Coast area, the winery district of Pokolbin (Hunter 
Valley) or even the astonishing sights of the Hunter’s 
open cut coal mines. Pick the right time of year and you 
are likely to spot a whale on its migratory journey.

Anyone who holds a current HGFA microlight 
certificate is eligible for a check flight with the local 
flying school which will cover local weather conditions 
and ensure you are up to date with your flying skills in 
order for you to be able to hire the aircraft.

If you do not hold a current HGFA licence, the 
onsite training school is a convenient option for you 
to undertake your training in a professional, friendly 
environment: It’s a great opportunity to have a holiday 
whilst learning to fly, followed by the ability to hire the 
club’s trike after you complete your training!

For more information please call RNAC on 02 
49328888.

Paul McBain, Director, Royal Newcastle Aero Club

New World Paragliding Series For All Wings

Following in the wake of the CIVL ban on the Open Class 
in 2011, I have decided to organise a new competition 
series open to all types of paragliders, and with a 
cumulative scoring system so that we may crown a tour 
champion at the end of each season.

The 2013 series consists of just three events (from 
2014 we will have five events/year), with the first one 
taking place in Krusevo, Macedonia, in the last week of 
June. Then follows Itea, Greece in August, and Roldanillo, 
Colombia, in December.

Registrations for the events are open on our 
website [www.race2goal.net] where you can 
also find further information about this initiative 
or find the Q&A at [www.xcmag.com/2013/04/
madsworldworldparaglidingseriesqa/].

PROfound/Mads Syndergaard

Product News

Nova Loop – New PG Helmet
The Loop has a shell made from ABS, a long lasting 
and highly impact resistant thermoplastic polymer, and 
smart ventingsystem which ensures a balanced helmet 
climate. The lining can be easily removed and washed. 

Four different fully adjustable visors are available 
(orange, yellow, grey, or grey with a mirrored coating), 
reducing draft, protecting from harmful UVrays and 
increasing contrast in diffuse light conditions. All visors 
are free from optical distortion, scratchresistant and 
boast an antifog coating. The grey shading is dark 
enough to fly without additional sunglasses. If you want 
to use your glasses (sun protection or optical) together 

with the visor anyway, Nova recommend making sure it fits well. The visor can be 
mounted or removed easily with a coin. When wearing ski goggles during winter 
flights, the goggles elastic strap butts in atthe back of the helmet.

The Loop weighs 480g, is available in three sizes, comes including a protective 
bag and is certified with both CE 966 for airsports and EN 1077 for skiing and 
snowboarding.

The Loop and visors are available via [www.novawings.com/english/
welcome/shop.html]. For a nonparagliderbrand version (no NovaLogo) or other 
colours, check out Charly Products [https://shop.finsterwaldercharly.de/].

Till Gottbrath, Nova 

Bräuniger SensBox 
This instrument is a useful, small, basic vario with selectable display of altitude or 
vario for para/hang glider pilots, or a reliable backup instrument for competition 
pilots. The Sensbox contains the following electronic sensors/functions:

 ➲ GPS module of the most recent technology
 ➲ magnetic compass
 ➲ precision pressure sensor for altimetry and QNH
 ➲ digital vario with acoustics
 ➲ threeaxis gyros
 ➲ threeaxis acceleration sensor
 ➲ temperature sensor
 ➲ datalogger (igc file)
 ➲ Bluetooth 4.0 LE
 ➲ USBinterface (also usable for battery recharge)

Flights are recorded in usual *.igc format and saved on 
a SD card. Read out from this data medium is possible on any PC system. Firmware 
updates are performed via the SD card.

All flight related data can be transferred in real time via Bluetooth on an iPhone 
or iPad using Bluetooth 4.0 LE, in this case on a ButterflyAvionics app [www.
butterf lyavionics.com/index.php/de/produkte/butterf lyapps/freef light
paragliderdeltaapp]. For paraglider and hang glider pilots an app available 
especially named ‘freeflight’ and represents a perfect navigation system with 
topographic maps and restricted areas, integrated flight information, with route 
planning, but also vario and altimeter, GPS speed and altitude over ground (AGL). 
In the presence of an iPad,together with the SensBox will form a perfect flight 
cockpit.

Considering Apple is currently the Bluetooth Version 4 LE (Low Energy) pioneer, 
it can be assumed that Google Android basing instruments will follow shortly, 
making these features of the freeflight app also available there.

However, this does not yet exhaust the options of the SensBox. One can for 
instance equally record a tour by automobile/bike/tracking and convert the *.igc 
file saved on the SD card into a Google *.kml file and thus picture the tour in 
Google Earth. One needs a tool, such as freeware GPSBabel – a highperformance 
program which rules nearly all formats – or for example [www.maddyhome.com/
igc2kml/convert.do]. The converted igc file can be uploaded by clicking on Google 
Earth without the need for complex flight software.

For test flights it is even possible to represent accelerations, etc, in three 
dimensions/axis.

Available in Australia from Moyes Delta Gliders for RR price of $585, phone  
02 93164644 or email <Vicki@moyes.com.au>.

[www.moyes.com.au]

 
HGFA Committee  
Nominations 2013

Before the HGFA AGM in September 2013, nominations 
for Board positions will be taken until 4:30pm on the 
cut-off date of 21 June 2013 if received at the HGFA 
National Office at 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park 
VIC 3042.

Please see Page 39 for details on how to nominate 
for a position.

HGFA Office Manager

Swansea Channel where Lake Macquarie enters the ocean
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Photo: Courtesy Red Bull

Mads Syndergaard Photo: Courtesy XC Mag
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New Gradient Golden4
Gradient new Golden4 (EN B) is an allround wing for new or weekend pilots and 
those who fly XC for fun. The Golden4 offers a lot of passive safety. As an entry
level EN B glider it would suit flying schools too. The Golden4 is placed between 
Gradient’s Bright4 (EN A) and the new XC wing, Nevada. 

A lot of innovative features from Gradient’s XC Gradient’s developement can be 
found in the new Golden4: one is the DDsystem from Gradient’s successful Aspen4. 
In cooperation with the sail manufacturer Porcher Marine, Gradient realized a 
complete new double coated tissue for the Golden4: the ‘EVERLAST’. It gives a 
maximum of durability and maximum tissue solidity to the wing. The Golden4 is 
made for all pilots who love the typical Gradient handling and appreciate a glider 
with a long life and high value retention. The Golden4 is available in 5 sizes: 22, 24, 
26, 28 and 30. The new Golden4 is supposed to be used for paramotoring.

[www.gradient.cx] 
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Gin Boomerang 9
The Boomerang 9 is a nocompromise competition glider designed for high level 
comp and XC pilots demanding the very best performance. The Boomerang 9 
was designed from the ground up to achieve EN D certification in line with the 
regulations for the 2013 season onwards.

The Boomerang 9 is the first product to feature EPT (Equalised Pressure 
Technology). EPT uses numerical analysis to find the best solution for certain 
airfoil parameters. As a result air pressure inside the wing stays more constant 
and deformations of the airfoil are reduced, increasing aerodynamic efficiency, and 
translating to better performance and allround flying characteristics.

The Boomerang 9 follows the philosophy of the original Gin Boomerang, that to 
fly fast and far, pilots must above all feel comfortable on their wing. The Boomerang 
9 offers impressive safety compared to its level of performance. Nevertheless, the 
Boomerang 9 is aimed at worldclass pilots who have the experience and ability to 
fly tworiser wings safely at speed without collapses. 

All Gin Gliders products are available in Australia through Paragliding Queens 
land or selected dealers. Contact <info@pgqld.com.au> for more information. 

Phil Hystek

28 SKYSAILOR June | July 2013



30 SKYSAILOR June | July 2013 June | July 2013  SKYSAILOR 31

F or many years, Mt Buffalo has been a premier 
launch for hang gliders. It is a large granite 
mountain with launch situated at the NE facing 

edge of a sheer gorge. Launch is approximately 3200ft 
above ground, making the view breathtaking. This launch 
has attracted many pilots because of its awesome 
scenery and how the wooden ramp, located over the 
gorge, allows a take off immediately into a high altitude 
over amazingly picturesque alpine terrain.

Whilst the launch appeals to most pilots, it is not 
without its complexities. Since the ramp is steep and 
launch is into open air, one may incorrectly assume the 
launch to be easy. Although this may be the case in the 
right conditions, however, the conditions at launch can 
not only change rapidly, they can also appear misleading. 
To take a couple of extracts from the site guide: 

“There is no room for mistakes.”
This comment must not be taken lightly. In addition 

the site guide states:
“Hazards/Comments: Minimum pilot rating is advanced for 
this site, however, intermediate rated pilots supervised 
by an advanced pilot may launch. Action will be initiated 
against pilots launching illegally.”

This year has seen several more incidents from 
this launch, one accident involving air lifting the pilot 
to hospital (fortunately the injuries were not severe). 
Whilst this pilot escaped major injury, one can expect 
death to result from any similar incident.

This site requires an advanced pilot to be at launch at 
the time any intermediate pilot attempts to take off. In 
fact, it would be even better for an advanced pilot with 
practical experience at the site to be present.

Gusts (thermals) often occur up the granite face 
of the gorge. As they travel up past launch, they may 
detach or – following fluid dynamics – follow (hug) the 
terrain to hit only one side of the wing, lifting it unless 
controlled by the pilot or an assistant. This can happen 
without warning. 

In southerly winds,  
the launch can look ‘on’ due to 
rotor coming over the back. 

Since the rear of launch is shielded by rock, it is 
possible that only people positioned above the rock (on 
the fenced viewing gallery) or to the side of launch can 
ascertain the true direction of the wind. An experienced 
pilot, however, may be able to detect the rear of his/her 
wing lifting or an unusual(1) ‘nonsettling of the wing’ if 
the wind is coming over the back.

The ramp is intentionally steep to assist launching 
in, what typically will be, vertical airflow. A common 
error seen among pilots who are unfamiliar with the 
site during launch is a much too high angle of attack 
of their glider. At the start of the ramp there is a flat 
section where pilots can rest their glider until it is 

time to launch. However, once they lift the glider it is 
easy to ‘feel’ that they have an appropriate angle of 
attack when standing on this flat area, but as they 
step onto the steep section for launching, their angle 
is inappropriately high. Solutions to this are either to 
start the launch process one step further down the 
ramp before the glider is lifted, or rely on your qualified 
helpers to advise you. 

I cannot stress this point enough: the ramp is 
deceptively steep, thus while standing on the horizontal 
plane prior to launch typically sets pilots up with a nose
high angle, even though one’s senses deceive one to 
have pulled the nose down sufficiently.

Another common error at this launch includes pilots 
holding their gliders up and waiting for conditions to 
come ‘on’. Keep your glider and your nose down, use wire 
assists even when not considered necessary. Judge the 
conditions and only when appropriate, pick the glider 
up and launch without any unnecessary waste of time. 
Typically, we all wait to launch with the wind straight 
on and ideally between five to 15kt… Not at Mt Buffalo! 
Whilst it is essential that the telltales are straight 
on, this site is best launched during lulls, not during 
cycles. You will have plenty of height after launch to 
find a thermal – launching during a thermal cycle or any 
stronger phase is ill advised. Conditions here can change 
rapidly and unpredictably.

Do not take this launch lightly! 
It is an awesome launch, but needs to be given 

due respect from a safety point of view. Many people 
have written about this site in the past, and it is 
easy to forget the near misses and tragedies of 
the past. In speaking with the lucky pilot involved 
in an accident this year, he reflected that perhaps 
the launch does not have the risk versus reward 
value to favour it over the nearby and well known  
Mystic launch. 

(1)  ‘Unusual’ according to the information given by 
the tell-tales in front of the ramp.

Mount
Buffalo 

Hang Gliding Launch

This article highlights some of the issues involved in flying off 

Mt Buffalo, to ensure appropriately rated pilots who choose to 

fly there give the launch the respect this site demands.

by Gabriel Toniolo
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Gabriel Toniolo after launching from Mt Buffalo

Jorj Lowrey during WWW3 
Photo: Zenshi van der Klooster
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Our cameraman gave us endless stress, we never missed a sunrise. On the first morning, with head torches glued above 
our weary eyes and gliders on our back, we were halfway up the dune as the sun rose over the horizon at 5am. We were 
completely alone in this wildest of places. A strange stillness subdued the group, the experience was very emotionally as 
the Indian ocean crashed beneath us in a myriad of turquoise and white.

Behind us over 150m of sand, followed by hundreds of metres of cliff with their shifting shades of pale orange and 
brown and to top it all we had a perfect 15km/h breeze direct on the face.

As we’re carried away by the softest of laminar winds, and after gaining a quick feel for the air, we were soon halfway 
up the cliff face, nearly 500m above the ocean. With the breeze too weak, we were unable to gain more height, but were 
more than content to fly up and down the island exploring its strange forms from the air. We flew the whole day, every 
now and again landing on the dune crest for a rest and a drink. As evening came and our confidence grew, Mike Küng 
spontaneously started an expression session with a death spiral, finishing nearly with a perfect circle in the sand from his 
stabilo. Others followed with the most impressive glider control I have ever seen – wingovers with immense energy, with 
the finest of body contact on the dune surface. Or dune skiing – flying with direct feet contact on the sand over several 
hundred metres. As two local boys looked up from the beach, our colourful gliders danced in the fading shades of the day. 
What must they have thought? Who are these men dancing with colourful cloth on their dune?

As night drew in, we hadn’t had enough, but landed on the beach next to our sleeping bags shortly before nightfall. 
Greeted by the big smiles of our guides who had already made a fire and started to prepare local fish for dinner, we knew 
life couldn’t possibly get any better. With so many new and wonderful impressions, there was an amazing energy around 
the fire as we tried to convey to them the experience of flying on their wonderful island.  

Forgotten 

Island

T he island is Socotra, an island that time forgot 
and known to the few who have been there as the 
‘Galapagos of the Indian Ocean’.

    Upon arrival on Socotra one encounters the sensation of 
being near the origin of life on Earth – a bizarre cross between 
Jurassic Park and Lord of the Rings. However, we are not the first 
tourists on the island, but since the unrest on the mainland and 
the related travel warnings few people have ventured here in the 
last years. 

Some years ago an Australian backpacker visited here and 
never left. We never saw him, but his presence was evident 
and story has it he runs a small school teaching locals English. It 
wasn’t long before we met the loveliest local people, one or two 
of them with a basic understanding of English. They became our 
friends and guides and without them we would have never seen 
and experienced the island as we did.

When you first see the dunes, you feel that something just 
isn’t quite right – normally big dunes are found in large flat 
deserts, like in Namibia or Algeria, here they rest only a few 

metres from the sea and are piled up against imposing vertical cliffs. The nearly 250m dunes reach nearly halfway up the 
600m cliffs and at the bottom of one of these dunes we rolled out our ground sheets and made camp.

Photos: Mario Eder [www.photography.aero]
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We were looking for an adventure. Where better than an island without maps or weather 

forecasts, an island that reduces paragliding to what it once was – deciding you are standing 

on a virgin take-off, assessing conditions, then reassessing in the air. Our chosen island is 

halfway between Somalia and Yemen, directly in the notorious pirate-infested waters of the 

Gulf of Aden…

by Adi Geisegger & Chris Boys
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Mario Eder flying over prehistoric dragon trees
Photo: Adi Geisegger
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wing climbs best when flown at minimum descent, which 
on most paragliders means around shoulder height.

Hint
When I encounter lift while flying straight, I always 
keep flying straight until the lift begins to decrease 
again, then I turn into the wind for my first circle.

Upwind And Downwind  
Of The Thermal
On nowind days there is no lee and no upwind side 
to a thermal. Yet, as soon as we have any wind, the 
best climbs are usually to be found upwind, nearer the 
windward side of the thermal. Besides, falling out of a 
thermal on the upwind side is far preferable to falling 
out the downwind side – simply turn back and fly with a 
tailwind back into the thermal again. 

Total Energy Compensation  
– TEC
Most modern varios have a TEC setting that can filter 
out the ‘lift’ caused only by changes in our velocity. If 
we fly fast and then brake hard, some of the excess 
energy is converted into altitude and we might think we 
have encountered a thermal. Setting the TEC of the vario 
correctly can filter out such ‘fake’ thermals.

Hint
If I am flying with a tailwind and encounter lift,  
I normally start my first circle quite soon after 
entering the lift to stay in the better, upwind part 
of the thermal. On the other hand, when entering lift 
while flying with a headwind, I keep going straight 
for longer in the hope that I go all the way into the 
juicy upwind section of the thermal.

 

The new edition of Thermal Flying by Burkard Martens 
is out now. Available through [www.xcshop.com].

Efficient coring made easy: If the climb rate decreases, turn tighter (back to where you came from), if the climb  
rate increases, open up the turn. If the climb rate is constant, maintain the curve – unless someone else is climbing 
better nearby

Burkhard Martens explains 

how to use the core.

We’ve all heard some hotshot telling stories of 
how he cored the thermal and spiralled up 
inside the narrow core. Let it be said right 

away: this is a bit of an exaggeration; it does, however, 
capture the feeling one gets while doing it rather well.

When thermalling in large even lift we try to circle 
as flat as possible to minimise the descent (all wings 
descend more in a turn than when going straight). 
Whilst in strong, narrow lift we need to remain inside  
the core so our own descend rate becomes less relevant 
as the bank angle increases. However, at all times it pays 
to fly with the least possible descent rate to optimise 
the climb. On paragliders we brake both sides slightly to 
achieve minimum descent, then increase the brake input 
somewhat on the inner side while weightshifting into 
the curve as well – flat, efficient turns should be the 
result. The weightshift causes the wing to distort along 
the centre cell – we get the wellknown little ‘step’ in the 
top surface. The step causes a skewing of the total lift 
vector over towards the weightshifted side, and it is this 
skewing that makes the wing turn.

Thermals are rarely totally smooth, but sometimes 
we do come across homogenous, strong cores – bubbles 
with 6 to 8m/sec (1200 to 1600ft/min) climb rate 
have been centered this way in a really smooth manner. 
Unfortunately, such situations are the exception.

The general rule of thumb is:
Strong thermals = strong turbulence

How To Find The Best Lift
In the illustration (see page 37, top left), the core of the 
thermal has climb rates of about 4m/sec and is situated 
approximately in the centre of the thermal column, with 
the climb rates progressively decreasing towards the 
edges. If a pilot enters the lift zone without turning, he 
will eventually exit again – just as is the case for pilot ‘A’ 
in the illustration. 

While crossing the thermal, pilot ‘A’ will have felt one 
side of the wing lifting more than the other, because 
this side was in better lift – s/he will have been sitting 
somewhat askew in the harness. To efficiently use 
the thermal, the pilot must turn towards the side that 

produces more lift – just as pilot ‘B’ does at ‘a’. After a 
short while pilot ‘B’, with the help of his/her vario, feels 
the lift getting weaker, so is about to leave the better 
part of the thermal (at ‘b’), and s/he immediately turns 
hard to get back into the good lift. By now the vario will 
be getting progressively louder and pilot ‘B’ opens up 
the turn somewhat (at ‘d’) in order to explore the size of 
this climb. S/he just misses the best core, flies out of the 
good stuff at ‘e’ and turns sharply to get back in – and 
in this attempt hits the 4m/sec core! Now s/he knows 
how much to expect and can turn as sharply as needed 
to remain in the core.

Summary: Finding the best lift
 ➲ Climb rate decreasing > turn tighter
 ➲ Climb rate increasing > open up the turn
 ➲  Climb rate remains constant > circle radius 

should also remain constant

There is a reason why the big raptors always circle 
in thermals; it is the most efficient way to climb. Never 
attempt to fly figureeights, always make your course 
adjustments carefully, without too much impulse, fly the 
circles cleanly and without sharp edges, because edges 
mean increased descend. Never brake too much – the 

The XCFiles Tips and tuition for paragliding and hang gliding pilots 

– from beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone. 

from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

A high-end modern vario with TEC options built in

Skewing

Coring together in harmony – at 180 degrees to each 
other, turning flat and efficiently and approaching cloud- 
base with a friend

Weightshift causes the wing to distort along the centre 
cell. This in turn causes a skewing of the total lift vector 
over to the weightshifted side, and it is this skewing that 
makes the wing turn

If everybody makes room for everybody else and flies with them instead of against them, then stress in the air can be 
avoided. You can often observe this in competitions where up to 100 pilots share the same thermal and fly large radius 
turns. From below it looks chaotic, but it is often more relaxing than flying an overcrowded site such as Kössen or 
Andelsbuch, where you‘re never sure how well pilots are watching out for others

Thermal Centering Techniques

This method always works, even when we have initially 
turned the wrong way. In this illustration the pilot has 
missed the good core three times, but still finds it 
eventually, simply by using the technique described above

Climb rates are almost always better on the upwind side 
of a thermal
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The forecast predicted the gusty 15 to 20kt wind would calm slightly within an hour, but only 08/26 was 
operational due to snowbanks and this meant an interesting 60º crosswind. The tower advised of a 20minute 
PPR given frequent closure of the airfield to accommodate snowploughing. Hopefully the examiner would give 

me some slack… We had just completed the twohour oral portion of the test and it was time to fly. 
The fuel wagon arrived and my refueller climbed his ladder carefully, wrapped and hooded so only his nose was 

exposed. Topped off, he then ran the gas heater, blasting the engine bay for a good 10 to 15 minutes as I sat waiting 
to swing the prop as soon as he cleared the space.

My examiner had asked if I wanted to defer the flight 
portion given the conditions and I opted to step outside 
and get a gut feel before answering. My instructor had 
just landed with a new student and assured me that it 
was noticeably calmer than when I sat down for the oral. 
I felt that I could handle things and if worst came to pass 
I could simply ask my examiner to take over and accept a 
‘pink ticket’. It was a go…

After 1.6 hours of flight testing, starting with the 
crosscountry and diversion, followed by tight turns, 
slow flight, stalls, engine out, turns around a point and 
continuous discussion on flight rules, basics of flight, 
controlled airspace, entitlements and restrictions (we 
must have covered the full knowledge test again), we 
returned to Danbury for soft and short field landings 
and takeoffs. The wind had dropped slightly but it still 
made life interesting. 

Hot to
Cold

18 February 2013, Danbury Airport, Connecticut, East Coast USA: The setting for my FAA 

Sport Pilot Practical Test flight. 10am and -9ºC despite the sunshine. Pre-flighting with a -5ºC 

windchill made me think longingly of home in FNQ. The FBO staff had brushed the Tecnam 

down to remove any snow, but others had not called ahead and had an indefinite wait.

by Andrew Parker

This was nowhere near as exciting as my first two landings in the US in August last 
year which opened my instructor’s eyes wide! Transitioning from trikes to threeaxis 
controls involves doing counterintuitive things with your feet on touchdown… 

I’m a trike pilot from the warm Atherton Tablelands and my Outback suits my style of 
openair, low, slow flight. Currently stationed in the US for work and needing to scratch 
the urge for flight, I struggled since trike flying in the US is comparatively scarce and 
difficult to find.

The FAA had introduced the Sport Pilot Certificate about 10 years ago and I felt 
that it would serve me as an interim solution. I hear whispers that CASA is looking at 
something similar and although I was unable to have my Australian RAA/HGFA hours 
recognised in the US, I felt the 20 hours required would be manageable. Hopefully my US 
hours will be recognised back home.

All flight training for foreigners in the US is controlled by the Transport Security 
Agency to whom you must submit fingerprints, endless documents and a ‘processing 
fee’. Once cleared, additional training only requires payment of another fee, but as I have 
since found, one cannot add another aircraft to an existing clearance, hence it’s worth to 
include the entire fleet of the chosen flight school in the initial application.

Much of the training book work is approached through selflearning, either online or 
via books and videos. A simple presolo written test is followed by a computerbased 
knowledge test. I commented to the FAA that weatherrelated questions are challenging 
for foreigners – given lack of aids and the strict, videoed, sterile test environment (how 
many of you can describe the ceiling in ‘northwest Arkansas’ from a Prog Chart that 
lacks any state names?). Endorsements are required for any controlled airspace.

Flying is flying. The feeling of breaking free and getting airborne in the US is as 
satisfying as back home. The east coast north of New York is busy and heavily controlled, 
but I was surprised at the number of large CTAF based strips, many of them municipal.

Controllers appreciate a tower visit, are adaptable and accommodate varied 
terminology. My use of ‘circuits’ in place of ‘tight pattern’ did not phase them since 
many have dealt with nonUS pilots in Afghanistan or similar operations. My greatest 
challenge was to keep the weekend flying going over winter, between storms, overseas 
missions and keeping the family happy. 

Costs? ‘New England’ is not cheap by national standards. The Tecnam and C152 
both rent for US$119 wet and instruction is a steep $55 per hour. With instruction, all 
TSA charges, books, headset and other payments – my 26 hours to completion of the 
practical flight test, plus the examiner’s fees – set me back around US$7000. 

As I taxied the plane back to the ramp, my examiner asked, “So what are you going 
to do with your Sport Pilot Licence?” …I had passed!

I’m waiting for the right moment to tell my wife that I know of a great little J3 Cub 
for tailwheel training, another fitted with floats and that a Citiabra owner offers unusual 
attitude training… and (since I was instructed by a full CFI) if I have the courage to 
suggest it, I only have 14 hours before I can sit my full PPL!

Life is a journey, flying there simply makes it more enjoyable. 

Barefoot Flier  
Meets -16ºC

Call the FBO before leaving home…

KDXR – 08/26 open, still 17/35 closed

P92 Tecnam Eaglet

Little Flier – Atherton

Waiting for the Sun – Jaques Coffee - Mareeba

11N Pvt ‘grass’ ‘strip 
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flying day. I flew overhead, then punted across the wide 
mouth of the Medway, knowing I would hit the first place 
on my map, Ashford in Kent, because it was crossed by 
the straightest railway line in England. I was in touch 
with London Information, which took extra care of me, 
but as I neared the coast, while I could hear them as well 
as ever, they apparently could not hear me. Even worse, 
the bane of radio, the gabby pilot, was already filling the 
airwaves, and no gap appeared between pilots telling us 
they were going to be three minutes late or five minutes 
faster than their ETA.

West of Dover, at 1000ft, I started circling, waiting 
for a gap to appear in the incessant gabbling, and 
calling every time I thought one had. There was no 
acknowledgement. I tried Kent Radar and London 
Information, thinking I had to let them know when I was 
‘coasting out’, but without replies, all I was doing was 
wasting fuel. I took a deep breath and headed out to 
sea, extra fearful because few previous crossings had 
been without radio contact. It was misty and I could not 
see France at first and concluded I was steering too far 
south and not enough east. I had a following wind and 
within 25 minutes I was over land again. I never went 
above 1000ft.

The crossing is never easy, no matter how many 
times you do it. I have a habit of looking for small boats 
rather than big ships as I head out to sea. I have twice 
fallen into the sea close to big ships that took no notice. 
I figure I can bellow at a yachtsman and he will pay me 
some attention. There was no more than a flicker of fear 
on the crossing – I could see so much detail in the water 
and shoals and wrecks – but I was still unhappy to stray 
even a few feet above my mindimposed limits.

The flight past Le Touquet was particularly pretty. I 
went out to sea and down to 300ft to get around, flew 
across the very wide mouth of the Somme and then west 
along the coast. It is easy to mistake the little airfield of 
Trepot for Dieppe, which I did, landed and immediately 
took off again. Dieppe airfield is 18 miles further up the 
coast, over some high cliffs and a distinct city, rather 
than a coastal town. My heart went out to the Canadians 
who had lost their lives storming Dieppe in 1942 under 
what was criticised later as another madcap idea from 
Lord Louis Mountbatten.

When I landed at Dieppe and taxied in, the airport 
operator told me that microlights were not allowed here. 
As if to emphasise the point, I was attacked by a very 
large bulldog. I was trying to line up for the petrol pump 
when the dog, sometimes within two feet of my whirling 
propeller, barked furiously, leapt at the trike and took a 
bite at my radio and intercom until persuaded to lay off 
by his shouting redfaced owner. 

It was lunchtime, and anyone who has never been 
to France would know that nothing gets between a 
Frenchman and lunch. I refuelled, waited until lunch was 
over, paid the 70FF landing fee, and set off for a flight 
of 110 miles to Bagnoles. My route took me across a 
distinctive series of bends in the Seine from Paris to Le 
Havre and then across ‘tank country’ – wide open fields 
and ground rising to 900ft at most.

By now, it was extremely thermic and when I was 
not looking I climbed to 1500ft in the rising air and was 
being thrown around a bit. As I said, I rather like this, 

as it stops my mind from wandering anywhere near 
where the jinni lives. For some reason, I kept steering 
10 degrees too far south, and corrected by flying 10 
degrees too far north. I missed the right bend in the 
Seine, and bumbled west, then found a distinctive large 
town – Lisieux, due south of Deauville – on my left wing 
rather than my right. In each case I corrected my course 
and set off again, but when I looked at my watch and 
saw that I should have arrived at Bagnoles airfield, the 
town below me was nothing like the one I was looking 
for – La Ferte Mace. I circled, still being bashed by 
thermals, looking at the seemingly distinctive railway 
lines. After a while, I decided I was over the little town of 
Briouze, due west of Argentan, and I followed the railway 
eight miles south to La Ferte Mace. Bagnoles was four 
miles south of that. 

I found the town, but not the airfield, because the 
runway was hidden in dense woods and 1000ft was not 
high enough to discern it until I actually flew over. The 
landing, with a strong wind causing rotor all the way 
along the runway, can be classed as ‘interesting’. I had 
been five hours and 10 minutes in the air, and although 
a long flight, I was not particularly tired.

It was a lovely weekend, lots of beer and wine, good 
food, drives along country lanes, a dinner with 20 people 
on Sunday evening. I took Malcolm up to photograph his 
village, and again, the fears above 1000ft struck, but 
he never knew. 

On Easter Monday, at 8:30am, I set off for Le Touquet. 
Most microlight pilots would have considered conditions 
to be perfect. It was clear with a slight mist, a small 
headwind, but calm air for two hours – all the time in 
the world for the jinni to appear when I was not looking. 
My navigation, by contrast with the way down, was 
spoton, and I hit all my targets cleanly. But I did a lot of 
talking, just to hear a human voice, and experimented 
with singing: ‘Ten Men Went to Mow’, an old ballad that 
involves a lot of repetition, became my mantra and 
continued in my head for hours after I stopped physically 
singing. It starts with, “one man went to mow, went to 
mow a meadow, one man and his dog and a bottle of pop 
and a sausage roll, Old Mother Riley and her dog, went 
to mow a meadow”, and goes on to two men, three men 
and so on. When I got to 10, I started again. Passengers 
would not have stood for it.

As I came within range of Dieppe, I called to say I 
was passing and discovered I had made myself even 
more unpopular two days earlier by flying off with 
the keys to the fuel pump. When I offered to land he 
was so equivocal that I offered to drop them off at Le 
Touquet. I came to the coast and flew along the cliff 
top at 1200ft, with nervousness returning, over the 
mouth of the Somme and approached Le Touquet from 
the south. I had been over three hours in the air, and 
it was lunchtime again, with English pilots all over the 
airwaves, each determined to stick to the detail of 
procedure, and ATC not able to cope. I descended to 
300ft over the beach and called and called whenever 
there was a gap, and after 20 minutes sweating about 
low fuel, I was acknowledged. The runway allocated to 
me was already more than halfway downwind, because 
of the developing seabreeze, so I picked my way to a 
safer runway and, with nothing else in the air nearby, 

landed carefully and taxied in. I was summoned to the 
tower to say hello, handed over the Dieppe fuel keys, 
paid the charges, refuelled quickly and as an English 
barbarian, left without lunch.

Up the coast, in clear conditions, facing a headwind, 
the 1000ft limit still worked in my head. I had to climb 
to 1500ft to get around Boulogne, but by the time I 
reached Cap Gris Nez I was safely back down below 
1000ft again, and told Lille Radio I was setting out over 
the sea. This time I sang the whole way across, again 
watching for boats, and thankfully was not struck with 
the paralysing fear that smooth conditions can induce in 
me. Every now and again I had a little debate: “What can 
go wrong? So you lose the aircraft? Just head into wind 
if the engine stops and get out quickly…”

Singing helped. It took perhaps 35 minutes to make 
the crossing via the west side of Folkestone rather than 
the short route straight to Dover. When the first English 
thermals started to toss me around, I was a happy man. 
I cleared myself with Lille and London Information and 
bashed my way through turbulent air to Ashford and the 
safety of Headcorn airfield.

Headcorn, sometimes called Lashenden, is a pilot’s 
airfield. There was nothing unusual that day, stunt pilots 
doing loops and chandelles at 1500ft to the right of the 
runway, eight freefall parachutists landing in another 
corner and six aircraft in the circuit. By contrast to Le 
Touquet, no pilot gabbed on the frequency, probably 
picking up the style of Chris Freeman, who runs Headcorn 
efficiently. When I called on the radio Chris just said, “29, 
lefthand, 1027” – that was all I needed to know. The 
place was full of the usual whuffos watching and aircraft 
of all shapes and sizes. The £5 landing fee is worth it as 
it also closes the Channel flight plan.

From a microlight pilot’s view, Headcorn has to be 
the airfield of choice to make the Channel crossing. The 
20mile flight to the coast at Dover offers a chance to 
check out the engine before taking the risk over water.

At 3:30pm I set off again in the stillbumpy air, a 
short 20mile flight due north over Leeds Castle to 
the mouth of the Medway. Again, Keith Reynolds’ field 
was strangely silent and did not reply to my radio calls. 
I circled and saw people down below, and some half
rigged machines, and did my fighter pilot impersonation 
landing. Keith and Becky Reynolds were there, having 
celebrated Easter rather too robustly, and despite 
perfect weather, Keith was not teaching. I poured lots 
of tea down my throat and we talked happily about past 
and future adventures.

Once I took off to fly back to St Albans, it took an 
hour to make it back to my home airfield, in conditions 
that were generally smooth. If I kept my eye off the 
altimeter I could even climb to 1500ft. The landing was 
easy. In two days of flying I had done over 12 hours in 
the air, but I had never broken through the psychological 
barriers that Catherine Schmider had stormed with logic. 
I had sung, I had flown low, I had coped with smoothness 
as well as turbulence, but in flying terms it was a bit 
like coming to terms with a physical disability. For 
me, one way through is more flying, another is to find 
distractions in the air, say, by listening to music or flying 
with a passenger. 

Still, a great three days of flying.  

In 1996, while living in East London and working in 
print journalism for the first time since I was 26 
years old, I did very little flying. Not fly microlights 

for six months made things happen to my mind… 
Considering my chequered history, I carry the baggage 
of a few awful flights with me, and the memories or 
fears do not go away even if I talk about them.

My simplest fear is of heights. A distorted account 
of one incident appeared in a children’s comic in England 
back in 1979: ‘The Crunch’ lasted about 40 editions and 
I only heard I was featured in it by accident – a lot of 
facts were wrong or highly exaggerated, but I had a few 
more injuries than described. I remember every second 
of my fall, hitting the ground, waking up, thinking I was 
dying and then deciding not to. My wing did not fold up 
completely, so there was some drag during the plummet, 
the ground I landed on had been ploughed the previous 
day and it had rained overnight. 

The event did not only succeed in making my eyes 
water, but left a weird legacy. My bird brain came up with 
an ingenious explanation about why I had lived, which 
no amount of logic can penetrate: “Low is safe, high 
is dangerous, fall from 250ft and you can survive, but 
2500ft is too high.” I’m as aware as any other pilot that 
height is safety, but my bird brain remains unconvinced.

In August/September 1996 Cross Country magazine, 
Catherine Schmider’s excellent and rational account 
of her own fears in the air appeared and I recognised 
a fellow sufferer. The symptoms she described were 
familiar to me. 

It had started in earnest for me on my flight to 
Australia, when for three days over India I was on the 
verge of insanity. I saw my fear so strongly that it took a 
real form in the shape of a jinni, standing on the nose of 
my aircraft shrieking at me to jump from 5000ft without 
a parachute, just to get to the ground…

It is, I learned later, not an uncommon experience 
among lone sailors and caused by fatigue, vertigo, 
claustrophobia and plain oldfashioned funk. The 
biography of the great Australian pilot, Sir Charles 
KingsfordSmith, describes a similar condition. 

In contrast to the rational way a woman like 
Catherine Schmider took to work her mind out of her 
problems, I – a man – initially found a distracting way of 
coping. I imagined all the girls I had ever wanted to make 
love to and, in my mind, did so whenever the jinni started 
shrieking. Rather frustrating in a cockpit twothirds the 
size of a coffin over the Gulf of Bengal? I did not care. 
So what if the jinni was a dirty old man? It worked. I got 
safely to Australia without jumping.

Sadly, my problem never really went away. Since 
coming back from Australia I’ve made some interesting 
flights, but am always liable to be belted with that 
panicky feeling, and have to find some way of coping. 
It often comes when I am flying in smooth air and have 
plenty of time to wonder where the fear has gone. As 
soon as I do, it turns up, and the struggle starts all 
over again. Calling up fanciable women does not work 
any longer; indeed, it almost induces panics nowadays 
(possibly a function of ageing?). Oddly, it really haunts 
me when conditions are supersmooth, like over the sea 
or early in the morning. When I’m being thrashed all over 
the sky by thermals I am kept too busy flying and do not 
have those fears at all.

Meanwhile, I have made numerous crossings of the 
English Channel, 22 miles of water – a natural barrier 
to the continent which looms large in the psyche of all 
British singleengine flyers, microlight or GA. Thousands 
of aircraft rot at the bottom of the Channel, some of 
them microlights. Many British microlight pilots avoid it, 
preferring to trailer their aircraft to the continent to fly.

Like Catherine Schmider, I cannot live with the 
thought of not flying again. Flying is what makes life 
interesting for me. One Easter, I determined to make a 
long flight through France over a fourday period: down 
from St Albans – a Roman city 25 miles north of London – 
to Bagnoles, about 70 miles south of Caen in Normandy, 
where much of the bloodiest fighting took place after 
the 1944 invasion. My friend, Malcolm Callaghan, had 
bought an entire village there called La Grandiere and 
was moving that weekend. A flight there would be 
a challenge, especially as I contemplated a straight

forward run across the Channel from Southampton to 
Cherbourg – more than 80 miles over the sea.

I find it easier to fly with a passenger because 
talking provides a distraction to my fear, but despite my 
best efforts, I could find no one to take the back seat. 
So in the end, I decided to go on my own and face up to 
the panics solo.

I keep my Pegasus Q, a flexwing powered by a two
stroke, singleignition Rotax 462 engine, derigged in a 
hut on a small airfield called Plaistow. Despite working 
late on a newspaper – the London Financial News – I 
was up by 5am and at the field at 7am on Good Friday 
morning. It was blowing a strong gale as I took the trike 
out of the shed before deciding I should not be in the air. 
Chairs were blowing around the airfield, no GA aircraft 
were up, and the airfield owner, Derrick Brunt, leaned 
into the wind with me and wondered when it would ease. 
I had not flown for six months, and did not entirely trust 
my own judgement. Not that day, I decided and spent it 
charging radios, shopping and checking on my fragile 
state of mind.

Later that day, sanity took over and I decided to take 
my familiar route to France, via Folkestone and Cap Gris 
Nez to Dieppe on the shortest water crossing. It would 
be my 22nd Channel crossing.

Easter Saturday dawned bright and breezy, but 
nothing like the previous day’s gales. I tiptoed around 
the yard, trying to avoid setting off Derrick’s burglar 
alarm, and spending a frustrated halfhour pumping 
up a tyre that did not want to be pumped up. I had 
left my flight plan with Heathrow the previous day, by 
phone, and also cleared customs, by fax, so in the air all 
I had to do was contact London Information (124.6) to 
activate the plan, and I was legal. I packed a few things 
in the back, put on my new ultrawarm flying suit and 
lifejacket, pullstarted the engine without the usual 
cursing, found no more excuses to stay on the ground, 
and took off.

It was soon apparent that my bird brain did not 
want to fly above 1000ft, which affected the route I 
had to pick around London and across the mouths of 
the Thames and Medway rivers. I did not need a map, I 
knew the route well, and my map case was full with the 
route from Headcorn through to Dieppe. I was avoiding 
Le Touquet on the French coast, because of the high cost 
of landing there (115FF, about £12), as well as Abbeville, 
my favourite crossChannel destination (landing fee 
30FF), because it was 20 miles out of my way. I did 
not know what Dieppe would cost, but having never 
landed there before, it would be interesting. I had read 
somewhere, wrongly, that it was microlightfriendly.

My thenfriend Keith Reynolds’s field on the Medway 
was deserted, which struck me as odd on a beautiful 

This account of a three-day flight deals with the simplest of 

my fears about height. Yet, two years later, despite those fears, 

I set off to fly a microlight 24,000 miles around the world. Half 

that journey was made with my then friend, Keith Reynolds, 

as co-pilot, but the other half was made solo in which I had 

to climb to 12,000ft to get over serious mountains and ice. 

by Brian Milton (extracts from ‘Global Flyer’)

Fear 
Above One Thousand Feet
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Important Information 
For All HGFA Members

CHANGE, CHANGE, CHANGE!  
…in HGFA National Office Hours

Office hours are now 10am to 4:30pm EDST,  
Monday to Friday – for phone, email and fax.

ELECTION of HGFA Committee  
of Management (CoM) for 2013-2015

As per the HGFA Constitution nominations are called for election of the 2013-
2015 CoM. 

Our constitution permits self-nomination.

Nominees must be current Full or Family members of the HGFA. Voting rights will 
be for current Full or Family members.

Nominations for election to the nine positions must be received by 4:30pm on  
21 June 2013 at the HGFA National Office at 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park 
VIC 3042 

Nominees are requested to prepare a statement declaring their interest in 
holding a position on the HGFA Committee of Management and to include  
a brief resume outlining their history with the HGFA, their professional skills, 
their working experience and to give a vision statement of what s/he would  
bring to the CoM. Experience in Administration and an understanding of the 
processes of Government would be an asset. 

The nomination and optional nominee statement can be posted as above or 
emailed or faxed (faxing can be unreliable) to the National Office as follows:

Email: <office@hgfa.asn.au> or Fax: 03 9336 7177
The Nominees and their Resume will be published in August/September 2013 
SkySailor. The Electoral Ballot Paper will also be included and is required  
to be returned via Australia Post into the Office no later than day’s end on  
2 September 2013; pre-paid postage will be provided. 

The current HGFA Committee of Management (CoM) two-year term of office 
expires at the 2013 Annual General Meeting 2013. The new Committee will take 
office at that time. 

New HGFA Logo
The following objectives were taken into account while creating 

the new HGFA logo.

by Brett Coupland, HGFA Committee

“I Just Wanna Fly” 
Changes to the Constitution 

proposed by the HGFA Committee
As a collective of ‘I just wanna fly’-individuals, we are definitely not interested in going to 

meetings or doing any of that boring stuff to do with HGFA administration… and that is why 

you need to spend three minutes reading this article. 

Times have changed since the HGFA was brought into 
existence 40 years ago and our Constitution needs 
some revision. After extensive consideration, the 

HGFA Committee recommends to the members that the 
following changes to the Constitution be implemented. 

Amendment 1:  
Electronic Communication
Due to its speed and convenience, electronic 
communication has become the dominant media. We 
need to add a clause to the Constitution so we can 
benefit from the convenience and lower cost of this 
media. This addition to the Constitution will allow 
HGFA members to be notified of meetings and vote 
electronically. Postal mail will continue to be used for 
those members who do not have an email address 
registered with the HGFA. 

This change will reduce the costs of HGFA 
administration and encourage greater participation of 
members in the election of the Committee of Management.

Amendment 2: HGFA 
Committee of Management 
(CoM) composition
In the early days, the HGFA was a true Federation with 
the CoM comprised by a representative from each of 
the nine major flying regions. Under this system, the 
HGFA was connected to the members, and the regional 
representatives were accountable to the members of 
their region who had elected them.

When the system for electing the CoM was changed 
to an Australiawide ‘first past the post’ model, 
where all members cast up to nine votes from a list 
of selfnominating candidates, it immediately created 
a disconnect between members and the CoM. The 
Committee members were no longer accountable to a 
specific group of members and not all flying regions 
were represented on the CoM. 

Due to just 12% of the membership casting a vote 
in the HGFA Committee election, and the requirement 
of a quorum of only three members to pass motions, in 
2008/9 the HGFA Committee was taken over by a small 
group of members. This caused massive disruption when 
it was decided to assume the State levies and introduce 
centralised distribution of regional development 
funds, contrary to the will of the membership. The 
States and Regions got up in arms and more than 12 
months of conflict followed, during which time the 

HGFA membership reduced dramatically as disaffected 
members left in droves. The situation was resolved by 
a memberpetitioned Special General Meeting which 
replaced a number of Committee members.

The HGFA Committee is recommending 
a return to a Federation model to 
provide Australia-wide representation 

and minimise the chances of  
a 2008 situation repeating.

We propose there to be eight regional representa 
tives on the Committee, each elected by the members 
from their region. This will connect all regions to the 
HGFA and ensure Australiawide regional representation, 
with the CoM members being accountable to the 
members in their region.

A concern has been raised that this model does not 
provide proportional representation. This is correct. 
It is not meant to. Similarly to the Australian Senate, 
these eight member representatives are to ensure all 
regions have a voice and a connection with the HGFA. 
It also ensures that ‘regional representatives’ remain 
accountable to the members in their region.

To ensure proportional representation, the proposed 
model includes an additional four CoM members elected 
in an Australiawide poll from a selfnominated list  
of members.

Let’s look at the membership numbers per region 
(22/04/2013 data) for a moment:
Region Members
New South Wales 874
Victoria 599
South East Queensland 420
Western Australia 254
South Australia / Northern Territory 123
Northern Queensland 98
Australian Capital Territory 97
Tasmania 44

In an Australiawide poll, if the members voted for 
nominees from their own region, the four additional 
CoM positions would be distributed with two ‘extra’ 
seats going to NSW and one each to Victoria and South  
East Queensland.

Combined with the ‘regional’ members, the CoM 
would be proportionally representative.

However, this also allows members the flexibility 
to elect more than one member from a region, if they 
consider that more than one member for any region 
should be on the CoM or if an active and competent CoM 
member is to be reelected from an Australiawide vote 
regardless of the region they’re from. 

Amendment 3: Increase CoM 
quorum from three to five
With a larger Committee and the ease with which 
internet meetings can be convened (compared to postal 
communication and facetoface meetings), this change 
is desirable.

Amendment 4: Vacated  
CoM positions to be filled  
by elected members
Currently the CoM determines who replaces a Committee 
member who resigns. This Rule was used in 2008/9 to 
fill vacated CoM positions with members who supported 
the disruptive policies. The CoM recommends that a 
vacated CoM position is to be filled by the member who 
polled the next highest number of votes in the CoM 
election which elected the current CoM. This ensures the 
CoM consists of representatives elected in accordance 
with the preference of the members.

The ‘enhanced’ 8:4 Federation model as described 
above provides:
1.  Regional representation which connects the HGFA to 

the members
2.  Accountability of CoM members to the members of 

their region
3. Proportional representation
4.  The opportunity to reelect productive members 

from past CoM
5.  A CoM comprised of members duly elected in accor

dance with the preference of the members
6.  Protection for the HGFA from being controlled by a 

small group of members with narrow agendas
The return to a Federation model has been endorsed 

by two meetings of the combined State Associations 
with the HGFA and it will ensure stability for the HGFA 
into the future. 

The HGFA Committee recommends you vote ‘Yes’ to 
all the proposed amendments. 

HGFA Document  
Map System

HGFA Document Map Register has been 
developed to create a version control 
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and 
Syllabus, which will allow all to view 
and access the HGFA documentation 
structure. Due to recent Entry Control 
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA 
Document Map will assist in meeting 
compliance obligations.

A single point of access to view the 
HGFA Document Map Register and 
forms are available on the HGFA 
website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’ 
The objective is to ensure the correct 
Version Control is used at all times by 
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA 
National Office. 

Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012

HGFA Office Manager

 ➲  Can be utilised on the new updated 
website, being worked on now

 ➲  Suitable for use with various forms 
of social media adopted by various 
clubs throughout Australia

 ➲  Hopefully withstand dating
 ➲  K.I.S.S. factor (Keep it simple stupid)

Numerous variations were consid 
ered with input from many and 

varied sources. The final result was put to the 
State Associations in a recent meeting, at which all 
participants approved of it.

Over the next few months, the old logo will be 
replaced, wherever it appears. Stationary will be updated 
when old stock is used up and replenishment is required.

We hope you like it. 

 ➲  Getting away from the corporate look of the ’80s 
and ’90s.

 ➲  Maintaining credibility while presenting a more 
recreational feel

 ➲  Moving away from having every discipline on the 
logo, instead, representing the ‘wings’ we utilise 
(Delta & Ramchute)

 ➲  A logo that can be utilised in many ways – formally 
on a letterhead to creatively on the front or back of a 
jacket/shirt/jersey
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Review:
Gin Atlas
Back in mid-1990s, South Korean 

manufacturer Edel was the biggest 

paragliding business in the world. 

The design/R&D team headed by 

highly innovative designer Gin Seok 

Song had the company ride a wave 

of success that was the envy of the 

industry. 

by Phil Hystek & Dave Gibbs

Gin’s comp winning designs were ‘standard
  setters’ and his design philosophy flowed 
 all the way down the line of Edel gliders 

to the entry level Atlas. At the time, the Edel Atlas 
was renowned for its excellent combined performance/
stability relationship.

Gin Seok Song’s departure from Edel in the late ’90s 
was the catalyst for the eventual implosion of that 
company. Gin’s desire to stay out of the paragliding 
spotlight was shortlived and he eventually bowed to 
growing chorus of keen comp pilots wanting another 
Gin design.

In 1999, Gin started Gin Gliders Inc., and in the 
years that followed, has remained one of the main 
innovators in the sport of paragliding, producing several 

competitionwinning gliders, including the Boomerang 
series of comp wings.

Now, 15 years since the original Edel Atlas graced the 
skies, Gin has designed a brand new Atlas which has just 
been released. Yet these two gliders bear a similarity in 
name only.

Dave Gibbs, a regular on the Australian comp scene, 
who normally flies high end END wings gave the new 
Atlas recently a run at the Queensland Championships 
in Toowoomba and liked what he found. Following are 
his impressions:

Construction
Last weekend I took the opportunity to fly the brand  
new ENB Atlas from Gin. This ‘state of the art’ ENB is 
aimed at the novice to intermediate pilot, but is also 
good fun to fly for the experienced pilot. 

The construction is interesting, as there are many 
innovations usually reserved for higher certified gliders. 
Despite the three risers, there are very few lines. In fact, 
there are only seven main lines on each side – similar to a 
twoliner. The Atlas has only two Alines per side making 
Big Ears very effective.

Also very noticeable is the amount of nylon wire used 
to help set the profile – again very similar to a twoliner. 
The nylon wire is of a type that easily bends back when 
taken out of shape. 

Take Off &  
Flight Behaviour
Inflating the wing is super easy: the wall sits pertly and 
seems keen to be lifted into the air, making the wing 
feel eager to fly – even a light pull on the risers lifts the 
glider and inflates it quickly, stopping overhead without 
overshooting. 

Once in the air, it has a solid feel and feedback is 
excellent. The wing pitches forward and slightly left or 
right indicating which way the thermal is and really helps 
the less experienced pilot learn about thermalling. 

Brake pressure is direct and progressive, increasing 
quite substantially when the brakes are pulled lower 
than the carabiners. The speedbar is light and very 

usable and I found it very comfortable to cruise around 
on half bar. 

Lasting Impressions
The glide is fantastic for this class of glider. I went on 
a long glide with other gliders – all END wings – and 
the closest was a threeyearold design, but even on 
half bar I clearly had a better glide. Going crosscountry 
with other wings – again, mostly END – and despite the 
Atlas being slower, at no point did I feel disadvantaged… 
amazing!

The standard of finish on the wing is first class with 
hardware and workmanship amongst the best I’ve seen 
in the business.

Overall, with the new Atlas Gin has produced a 
wing that is safe, fun and has awesome performance – 
perfect for those looking to step up from a ENA wing. 

 

For demo flights, call Paragliding Queensland on 0418 
155317 or email <info@pgqld.com.au>.
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Launch Tips

Photo: Shane Gingell

Paraglider inflation and take off advice. 

by Phil Hystek 

Forward Inflation
 ➲ Set up your canopy correctly 
 ➲ Centre yourself in relation to the canopy
 ➲ Start with your lines just tight
 ➲ Pull with the harness, not the risers
 ➲ Bring the canopy all the way up over your head before releasing the risers

Reverse Inflation
 ➲ Set up your gear in a sheltered area, not on launch
 ➲ Place the canopy on launch in a nice rosette
 ➲ Build an even and well formed wall
 ➲ Use the weight of your body to inflate the canopy
 ➲  Actively control any turning of the canopy from the moment it leaves  

the ground
 ➲ Bring the canopy to a stop, stabilising it above you, prior to turning around
 ➲  Step up under the canopy as it inflates to reduce the speed of inflation  

(less need to use the back risers to slow the wing)

Take Off
 ➲ Accelerate smoothly and slowly – don’t rush
 ➲ Keep your glider overhead – don’t accelerate faster than the wing
 ➲  Try to smoothly and gradually move your shoulders through the risers and 

place your weight over the front strap of your harness
 ➲ Keep your hands as far back and as high as possible during the take off run
 ➲  Keep running smoothly while accelerating with the glider
 ➲ Try to make a smooth transition from ground to air. 

Remember that the canopy produces the thrust during take off. You only need 
move as fast as the glider moves and control its direction. It’s not up to you to drag 
the glider off hill. 

Note: During launch, the brakes should only be used to control the glider’s pitch 
and direction. Only apply the brakes to slow the glider if the canopy is overtaking 
you and you can’t run any faster. 
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All correspondence, including 
changes of address, member- 
ship renewals, short term 
memberships, rating forms 
and other administrative 
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager

John Twomey &  0417 644633
<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

 ➲  For information about site ratings, sites 
and other local matters, contact the appro-
pri ate State asso ciations, region or club.

HGFA Committee  
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au> 
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.

V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417 
530972.

Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au> 
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.

Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au> 
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.

Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.

Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.

Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres: 
Alistair Dickie <alnrelly@gmail.
com> 0422 970408; VPres: Nic 
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com>; 
Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.

net.au>; Sec: Zhenshi van der Klooster 
<zhenshi@mac.com>; Committee: Howard 
Taylor <howardtaylor.ad@gmail.com>; Steve 
Foggett <steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>; 
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7.30pm Canberra 
Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930 
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; VPres:  
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629 
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry  
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club 
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild 
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), 
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust 
Devils); NonClub Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association
PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ray Firth 
<president@nswhpa.org>; VPres/PO: Nir 
Eshed <VicePresident@nswhpa.org>; Sec: 
Sherree Adams <Secretary@nswhpa.org>; 
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org>; 
Committee: Brett Coupland, Tony Dennis, 
Chris Clements, Ralf Gittfried, Dawson Brown, 
David Holmes.

North Queensland State Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob  
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang 
glidingclub. org>; VPres: Daniel Keech 0427 
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:  
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,  
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth  
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding 
queensland.com>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association
PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA <sahga.
exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Stuart McClure  
0428 100796; Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward  
0408 808436.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association
PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [www.
thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407 516845 
<giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; VPres: Ramon 
Brasnja 0417 203843 <beatclepto@hotmail.
com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137 
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa. 
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 335 
559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: Stephen 
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 553401 
<treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin Grosser 
0419 022225 <safetyofficer@vhpa.org.au;  
Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 0408 801356 
<mark.pike@baesystems.com>; Committee: 
Brian Webb 0417 530972 <brianmwebb@
alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan Bennewitz (Web 
master) 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 0407 163796 
<meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; Nigel Streeter 
<nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper  
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia. 
unsw.edu.au>; VPres: Gregor Forbes  
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin 
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander 
Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@

yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) 
<bethandallan@bigpond.com>, 0407 
814524; Comps: Mark Stewart (PG SO) 
<artik_mark@yahoo.com.au>, 0421 596345, 
Comp: 2nd & last Sunday of each month. 
Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, [www.  
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: Rod Burke  
0401 923923 <president@centralcoast 
skysurfers.com>; VPres: Javier Alvarez 0418  
116681 <vice president@centralcoastsky 
surfers.com>; Sec: Geoff Bednal 0418 468 
065 <secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>; Trs: Andrew Burchell 0403 772563 
<treasurer@centralcoast>skysurfers.com>, 
SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <media@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>, John Harriott 
0412 442705 <nationalparksliaison@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st 
Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya 
Ave, Erina. 

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486 <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter  
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.
PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond 
Sparkes 0433 917011; VPres: Andrew Swan 
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404 
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1 
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim 
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael 
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap. 
jll.com>; VPres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491 
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston  
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.
Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102; 
VPres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs: 
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss. 
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 
67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, VPres/
Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408 281454; Trs: Bob Smith 
0428 317735 <bobskisan@gmail.com>, SSOs: 
Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG), Willi Ewig 02 
67697771 <skyranch@gmx.net> (WM), SO: 
Gaynor Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc
11 Grenadines Way, Bonny Hills NSW 2445  
<www.midnorthcoastflyers.com.au>. Pres: 
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 <derek.lotter@
gmail.com>; VPres: Lincoln Streatfield 0416 
174527, Sec/Trs: Liz Moore 0409 360062. 
SSO: Chris Rogers 02 65555178. Site info: 
Derek Lotter 0410 640519 or Chris Rogers 
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280; 
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 
0429 675475 <president@nhgc.asn.
au>; VPres: Gary Herman 0401 772289 
<vicepresident@nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James 
Pallas <secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan  
McMillan 0400 637070 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SOs: Coastal–Tony Barton 0412 
607815, Inland–Scott Barrett 0425 847208, 
John O’Donohue 02 49549084, PG–James 
Thompson 02 49468680; News letter: David  
Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@nhgc.asn.
au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm  
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club
Pres: Robert Lackner 0407 934808; Sec: 
Andrew Burchell 0403 772563; Trs: Joshua 
Ludwick; SSO: James Thompson 0418 
686199 <jamesfly@gmail.com>. Meetings: 
Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc
Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; VPres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318 
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory 
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834 
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412 
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>. 

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442 
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; VPres: 
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431 
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs: 
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380 

<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter 
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428 
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; SSO  
(PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsay 
wootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew 
Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.
com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm, Tyagarah  
airstrip, south hangar.

NSW Sky Hawks
Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; VPres: Tony Dennis 0418  
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William 
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne 
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis 
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)
[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Adrian Clarke 
<Adrian@helsbells.com.au>; VPres: Justin 
Shaw <jkshaw@gmail.com>; Sec: Simon Wills 
<swillsy@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Andrew 
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff 
Hoffmann; SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew 
Shipley <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres/Trs: Peter Ffrench 
0403 076149 <president@flystanwell.com> 
<treasurer@flystanwell.com>; VPres: Fred 
Smeaton 0402 808031; Sec: Mark Mitsos 
0408 864083 <secretary@flystanwell.
com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club
[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc 
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette 
black@hotmail.com>; VPres: Vicki Cain 
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne 
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO: 
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction, 
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Brett Coupland 0409  
162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.com>; VPres:  
David Holmes 0417 322658 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.
flys@gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488  
096418 <nicohundling@gmail.com>; Com 
mittee: Trevor Morrow 0414 997857 <trevorm 
@australismusic.com.au>, Rohan Taylor 0425  
268080 <rohantaylor@yahoo.com>, Sherree  
Adams, Hume Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar 
@gmail.com>, Georges Magnan 0412 062 
602 <georges.magnan@molnlycke.com>;  
SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220 <sandy 
thomson1@bigpond.com>. Meeting: Harbord 
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm 
1st Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang 
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark <maxi 
dog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes 

<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel 
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee: 
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc. 
asn.au]. Pres: Rod Flockhart 0412 882639 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; VPres: Ken Hill 
0418 188655 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; 
Sec: Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@
chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257 
381 <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:  
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek 
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon 
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc
C/O Keppel Bay Marina 3 Waterline Way, 
Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/Sec: Shayne 
TowersHammond <shayne.16@hotmail.
com> 0434 544148; VPres: Jonathan Glass 
<sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186716; 
Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.net.
au> 0439 696699; SSO: JeanLuc Lejaille  
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD  
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438  
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James  
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>; 
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177 
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>; 
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607. 
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865 
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane 
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; VPres: James Barr 0400 774153 
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417 
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd 
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>. 

Dalby Hang Gliding Club
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce 
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs: 
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993 
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; VPres: 
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554 <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough 
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell, 
0415 156256 <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.
Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water 
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153 
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar 
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: John 
Vasta; VPres & SSO (HG): Dave Cookman 
0427 498753; VPres (PG): Geoffrey Cole 
0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; Trs: Mike 
Edgson; Sec: Michael Powell; SSO (PG): Jean
Luc Lejaille 0418 754157, 07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club
VPres: Adrian Palfrey 0408 341181 
<adrianpalfrey@hotmail.com>; Trs: Craig 
Dunn 0401 935562 <craigrdunn1@gmail. 
 

com>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256 
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: Richard Binstead 
0422 956967 <rbinstead@gmail.com>.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter 
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408 
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923. 
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205 
[www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dave Moore 
0432 152101 <Dave.moore@gmail.com>; 
Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326 <P_J_Cass@
yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 0425 
801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; SSO: 
Peter Holloway 0408 526805 <Info@
freedomairsports.com.au>; Committee: Merv 
Dannefaerd, Brad Howarth, Brett Huggan & 
Johannes Straub. Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, 
Tower Hotel, 686 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East 
VIC 3123. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo 
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440 
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Committee: 
Bill Brooks, Alex Morgan, John Seltin; SSO: 
Karl Texler 0428 385144; Meetings: [nevhgc
membersforum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Dario 
Marini <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; 
VPres: Phil Lyng <vp@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Trs: Matthew Gruba <tres@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0418 332969; 
Sec: Zumi Chiew <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0407 418111; M’ship: Tanya Cross 
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov  
Rep: Peter Kemeny <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romann Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Safety: Alister 
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.
au> 0418 323692; Committee: Stephen 
McCulloch. Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm 
Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford. 
No meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club 
[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]  
Pres: Chris Bullen <president@southernmicro 
lightclub.com.au>; VPres: Tony Batson <vice 
president@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;  
Sec: Steve Bell <secretary@southernmicro 
lightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean Marriott <treas 
urer@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>;  
Editor: Trevor Lane <trevor@teknological.
com.au>; Web: Steve Bell <web 
master@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs
[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum: 
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club 
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan 
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc. 
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569 
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; VPres: Greg 
Beglehole 0419 889153 <greg@heating 
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Nicky Shalders; Trs:  
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp 
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve 
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will 
Faulkner. Meet ings: Last Sat/month, The 
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051. 
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; VPres: Eric Metrot 0407 003 
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown  
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>; 
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462 
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan 
0439 967971 <rmerigan@qnet.net.au>, 
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel 
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last 
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling 
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO 
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475; 
Sec: Jarod Dashwood <jarod.dashwood@gmail.
com. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe <wrx2002@
iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillf lyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick 
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary 
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, 
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held 
on site during club flyins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)
Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au> 
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465; 
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411 
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; VPres: 
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 
949004.

Western Soarers 
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; VPres: Jason 
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril 
Eliopulos  <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: 
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: 
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, 
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings: 
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/]. 

All clubs please check details in this section carefully
Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details 
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific 
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs. 

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs
Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office 
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments 
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and 
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required 

to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if 
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or 
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.

S
ta

te
s

C
lu

b
s

C
o

n
ta

ct
s

H
G

F
A



46 SKYSAILOR June | July 2013 June | July 2013  SKYSAILOR 47

Western Australia

Professional Paragliding
 ➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
 ➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
 ➲ Pilot Development Clinics
 ➲ Free Introduction course
 ➲ Tandem Endorsements
 ➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd

Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au> 
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

Australia Wide Services

Certified Paraglider 
Repairer  
Testing & Repairs

 ➲  Comprehensive testing  
and repairs to all 
paragliders

 ➲  Fully equipped service and 
repair agents for: Advance, 
Aerodyne, Airwave, BioAir, Gin, 
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, 
Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP

 ➲  Full written report 
 ➲  Harness repair and modifications
 ➲  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
 ➲  Parachute repacking
 ➲  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New 

Zealand and Asia
 ➲  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550 
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 

Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

New South Wales
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Paragliding Queensland – Gin Atlads 43

Parajet Australia 9

XCmag – Cross Country IFC

Queensland

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders 

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>
 ➲  Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on 

the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access 
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola 
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round, 
60km crosscountry flights have been achieved in winter!

 ➲  FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four stu dents per 
instructor, for quality personalised tui tion at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days.

 ➲  REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or 
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the 
experts.

 ➲  INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the 
knowledge. 

 ➲  SALES AND SERVICES – New and secondhand, tradein, 
maintenance and repairs.

 ➲  YOUR INSTRUCTORS: JeanLuc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Victoria

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as 
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to 
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI 
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion) 
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing 
for over 10 years.

Courses
 ➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
 ➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
 ➲ SIV courses
 ➲ Tow courses
 ➲ XC tandem flights
 ➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.  
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 

[www.activeflight.com.au]
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Hang Gliders & Equipment
Airborne Shark 156, very good condition, approx. 60 hrs, suit 
heavier pilot (I am too light) – $1600. Contact: Gary & 0417 
756878 (SE QLD)

Lightspeed 4s with around 120 hrs airtime. Really nice glider, 
only been used on coastal site. Always packed in two bags 
normal & UV. Owner very particular about maintenance. All 
carbon inside – $5200. Contact: Rob & 0418 975892. 

Moyes Lightspeed 
3.5s, good condi
tion, sail as new, 
carbon basebar 
– $3,333 ono. 
Contact: Michael 
& 0449 780956 
(QLD/Nth NSW).

Moyes Litesport 4, 25 hrs, one year old, Dacron sail, small 
wheels & waterproof bag – $5000 ono. Also a Moyes Sonic 
165, 100 hrs, very good condition, all offers considered. 
Contact: & 0468 359784 (NSW).

Rev 13.5 fully carbon, less than 20 hrs, grey & fluoro green. 
Contact: 0402 123975 (VIC).

Paragliders & Equipment
Firebird Ignition PG & Edel Balance harness with speedbar. 
Excellent condition, done less than 20 hrs flying time – $1500 
ono. Contact: & 02 60713938 (h) for enquiries.

Swing Arcus 6, 26m2, orange/yellow, 30 hrs, great condition. 
Harness: Swing Connect Reverse, large, new cond. Reserve: 
Gin One G38, great condition. Great ready to soar package – 
$3500, plus shipping if outside Sydney. Contact: Henry & 
0457 786586 (anytime/NSW) or <hlynar@hotmail.com>.

Microlights & Equipment

Airborne XT582 T22992, 
190 engine hrs, with service 
history (will fly till sold). Cruze 
wing, 190 hrs. In excellent 
condition throughout –  
$28,000, incl. heavy duty trike 
trailer cover, light trike park 
cover, new Microavionics intergral helmets, builtin M760 
Microair VHF transceiver, head & strobe lights. Contact: Joe  
& 0409 596822 (VIC).

Airborne 582 Pumpkin Head Cover, red. All tapes buckles & 
velcro in good condition. Slight fading & stain over engine – 
$150, delivery $15. Contact: Greg & 0434 284715.

Wanted To Buy
Used Powered Hang Glider Harness with or without wing, any 
brand. I live in Mt Isa (QLD) & will organise freight if someone 
has one at a reasonable price. Contact: Please send any photos 
& a small description to <avenhattonqld@gmail.com>. 

General Classifieds

Poliglide

A Handbook for Australian 
Hang Glider & Paraglider Pilots

A primer for Supervised, Intermediate
& Advanced theory HGFA exams

[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Kangook.com
The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex 
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve 
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection 
with prices. Contact: Ron & 0403 975041.

Concertina Bag
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/

Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag,  

[www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA 

SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT 
sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue will 
be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@hgfa.
asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The deadline is the 1st of the month, one 
month prior to pub li cation date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, resub mission of the 
classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details (for 
prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi ca tion) and the State under which you would like the classified 
placed. (Note that the above does not apply to com mer cial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but 
will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend ed use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being 
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the mainte nance requirements as 
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should 
always be inspected by an indepen dent person, an Instructor wherever possi ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
con di tion, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of mainte nance logs for the 
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the 
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.C
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Over the pristine 
Clouds I go
Into the souls
Of the humans
With the wing
From the dreams
Of two hundred 
Thousand years
From all that calculated
And died
I soar on their industry
Rising from the mountain
With certainty
On their failures
My wing is borne
In colors and new metals
Of strange wires
They did not have
They did not know
What nature was hiding
In the air
The creatures 
Of the secrets flew
Into their hearts
And told them 
One day we would

John McGlade, 2013Photos: Wolfgang Siess



Two-day courses covering 
Line Maintenance requirements for 
Weightshift Microlights, including 
two-stroke and four-stroke Rotax engines.

Classroom and practical 
instruction for up to five people 
per course.

Please contact Kev MacNally 
on <kmacnally@bigpond.com> 
if you would like to be added to 
our waiting list for the courses, 
with your details.

Have more than five people 
interested? Contact me for 
details of a seminar for up 
to 20 people.

Venues required in SA, Victoria and NSW for 2013 courses.

HGFA WM/Rotax Maintenance Courses


